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Island’s Guide for fun !

Surfer Girl Is Back!

FAUX FOOD SPY at Farmer’s Market

Shrimp – A Tybee Tail

All shows start approximately 10pm, 21+, no cover
8/4 Versatile
8/5 TG LIVE
8/11 TBA
8/12 TG LIVE

8/18 TBA
8/19 Versatile
8/25 Jubal Caine
8/26 POP!

Savannah Sweet Tease Burlesque Revue

Labor Day Weekend!
9/1 TG LIVE
9/2 TG LIVE
9/3 POP!

Savannah Sweet Tease Burlesque Revue

13 Tybrisa St. | Tybee Island 912 -786 -5100

Tybee

912Digits
Area Code

Emergency- Police, Fire, Medical................................ 911
Police NON-Emergency.............................................. 786-5600
Fire NON-Emergency................................................. 472-5062
Ocean Rescue........................................................... 786-9873
City Hall.................................................................... 786-4573
Library...................................................................... 786-7733
Parking Services........................................................ 472-5101
Post Office................................................................ 786-9632
River’s End Campground............................................ 786-5518
Visitor’s Center/Chamber........................................... 786-5444
YMCA........................................................................ 786-9622
American Legion Post #154....................................... 786-5356
Tybee Island Lighthouse............................................. 786-4077
Marine Science Center............................................... 786-5917

Tybee Post Theater.................................................... 472-4790
Fishing License (Chu’s on Campbell)........................... 786-5904
Dizzy Dean’s Liquor, Beer & Wine............................... 786-4500
XYZ Liquors............................................................... 786-4822
Tybee Golf Carts........................................................ 226-9676
Fat Tire Bikes............................................................ 786-4013
Tim’s Bike & Beach Gear............................................ 786-8467
Burke’s Beach Rentals, Inc......................................... 547-8145
Boogie Scooters Rentals............................................ 472-4266
Shuttle Services
Breezy Riders............................................................ 665-9988
Island’s Taxi............................................................... 786-8688
Tybee Turtle Transit.............................................. 361-TURTLES
Investments
Mathew Cremeans (Edward Jones)............................. 898-3691
Tours
Captain Mike’s Dolphin Tours..................................... 786-5848

Tybee Map
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A DISPATCHER’S NIGHTMARE

shrimp - a tybee tail

FAUX FOOD SPY

Surfer girl

TAXI TALES

Ms...Alain...eous

From the

EDITOR
Happy August Y’all!

It is a time for mixed blessings. The heat is about to really crank up and the
kids are going back to school. Let’s all get together at the bar and celebrate air
conditioning and nap time! I seriously have no idea how people survived back in
the day.
I cannot believe how quickly summer has flown by. It seems like just yesterday
we were all wearing green and shaking our butts down Tybrisa – well, we are still
shaking our butts down Tybrisa, just not wearing all green!
Our feature story this month is all about our local shrimp business. It is definitely
an eye opening article that everyone should read. Jimmy did a great job breaking
it down for us and a huge shout out to him and all of the Beachcomber writers!
So pleased we can all string an intelligent sentence together and in a semi-timely
manner.
Every once in a while, we leave out vital information here at the BC and I would
like to rectify July’s issue with credit where credit is due: Wen McNally took that
fantastic cover shot of our Tybee Island Ocean Rescue and William Harrell, of
River Rat Productions, took the awesome drone shot of the pier jump.
We have finally made it to Australia!!! Trisha Kearney went Down Under with
the Traveling Beachcomber and double represented Tybee by rocking a Breezy
Riders T-shirt!!! Way to show everyone how it is done!!! Call me, Trisha!! I see a
ginormous A-J’s Watermelon Margarita in your future!
The ultimate Tybee Tattoo Story continues to elude me. I know you are lurking
out there. I will find you.
Now, drop what you are doing (unless you are making a cocktail), kick your feet
up and turn the page …
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Bizz Buzz
By Alaina Loughridge - Photo by Wen McNally

Tybee

Beach Massage
Not Just Another Massage

Tybee Beach Massage

912-944-7996
Book Online Now! TybeeBeachMassage.com

1016 US Hwy 80 E Tybee Island 31328
(Behind of Gallery By The Sea)

Like Us on Facebook

brought her extensive knowledge and 5 star quality spa services to
us.
As I said, the minute you walk in her studio it is a calming zen.
Debbe doesn’t offer just another massage, but an experience to a
guest, not a customer. You are not another hour long client. You are
a specialized individual with different needs. Debbe wants to be
the reason people come to Tybee to enjoy a quality 5 star spa. After
getting a massage and enjoying the serene atmosphere, I am a
believer.

Right when you walk in the door, your inner zen begins enveloping
your senses, starting at the top of your noggin and working it’s way
down to your tippy toes. Quiet. Serene. Calming. You take a deep
breath because it feels perfect. Close your eyes and hear the waves
rolling on the beach. Open your eyes and you are standing in the
waiting room at Tybee Beach Massage. Every time I walk in the
door, I am just zen … and that is before I even get a massage!!!
Debbe Bond is the owner and operator of Tybee Beach Massage
and I had a zen moment with her to get the inside story.

Book your appointment online at www.tybeebeachmassage.com
or call Tybee Beach Massage for your guest appointment. You can
find her at 1016 U.S. Highway 80 East; (912) 944-7996 and on
Facebook.com/tybeebeachmassage.

Tybee Insurance Agency Inc.
Serving Tybee Island since 1987

• Homeowner’s Insurance
• Flood Insurance
• Renter’s Insurance
• Condo Owner’s Insurance
• All Commercial Insurance

204 First Street

Call Carrie Traeger

912-786-5541

“Mrs. Jiggs”

Debbe has been practicing the fine art of massage and bodywork
for the past 16 years. She has always wanted to help people and
initially started out wanting to be a nurse. As we know, our lives tend
to place us where we were meant to be, and she is where she was
meant to be. After graduating from the Atlanta School of Massage,
she traveled extensively in order to provide her guests with the best
massage and spa services available. Having been in love with Tybee
since 1992, she finally decided to call Tybee home in 2015 and has
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Dolphin Adventure:

Experience the pleasure
of seeing the friendly
Bottle Nose Dolphins
playing in their natural
habitat on this 1 to 1.5 hr.
cruise towards the
Atlantic Ocean.

Children $8

Adults $15

(2 yrs. & under free)

Sunset Cruises: Adults $18

Children $11 (13+)

Deep Sea Fishing
Free Parking & Loads of Fun!
Restaurant • Gift Shop • Restrooms

Reservations Recommended

VOTE

TybeeDolphins.com
USCG INSPECTED VESSELS • SAFE • COMFORTABLE • RELIABLE

D
T YBEE
’S BEST
ADVEN
TURE
TOUR

Directions from Tybee Island: Go west on HWY 80, turn left at the last road before Lazaretto Creek Bridge
(at the “Capt. Mikes’s Dolphin Adventure” Billboard). Go until the dead end & turn right.
800-242-0166 or 912-786-5848 • info@tybeedolphins.com • 1 Old US HWY 80 • Tybee Island, GA 31328

Quality Accommodations
at an Affordable Price
Only One Block
from the Beach!

1402 Butler Ave.

912-786-4576
• Pet Friendly Rooms
• Salt Water Pool
• Continental Breakfast
• Free Parking
• Microwave, Fridge,
& Coffee Pot in every Room
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Aug. 2017 Tide Chart

Georgia, Savannah River Ent.
Date

Day

High Tide

High Tide

Low Tide

Low Tide

1

Tu

3:40a

6.3

4:24p

6.9

10:01a

0.9

10:52p

2

We

4:30a

6.3

5:14p

7.1

10:51a

0.8

11:43p

3

Th

5:21a

6.3

6:04p

7.2

11:40a

0.7

4

Fr

6:12a

6.3

6:52p

7.4

12:31a

0.9

12:28p

5

Sa

7:00a

6.5

7:36p

7.5

1:16a

0.7

6

Su

7:46a

6.6

8:18p

7.6

2:00a

7

Mo

8:29a

6.8

8:57p

7.7

8

Tu

9:09a

6.9

9:34p

N 32° 02.0' / W 80° 54.1'
Sunrise

Sunset

Moonrise

Moonset

1.3

6:39a

8:20p

3:33p

1:50a

1.1

6:40a

8:19p

4:26p

2:28a

6:40a

8:19p

5:16p

3:10a

0.6

6:41a

8:18p

6:06p

3:56a

1:14p

0.5

6:42a

8:17p

6:53p

4:44a

0.5

1:59p

0.4

6:42a

8:16p

7:37p

5:36a

2:42a

0.3

2:43p

0.3

6:43a

8:15p

8:19p

6:31a

7.7

3:23a

0.1

3:26p

0.2

6:44a

8:14p

8:58p

7:27a
8:25a

9

We

9:48a

7.0

10:12p

7.6

4:04a

0.0

4:09p

0.2

6:44a

8:13p

9:36p

10

Th

10:29a

7.1

10:52p

7.5

4:44a

-0.1

4:52p

0.2

6:45a

8:12p

10:12p

9:23a

11

Fr

11:13a

7.2

11:36p

7.3

5:25a

-0.1

5:37p

0.3

6:46a

8:11p

10:48p

10:23a

12

Sa

12:02p

7.3

6:08a

-0.1

6:25p

0.5

6:46a

8:10p

11:26p

11:23a

13

Su

12:26a

7.2

12:56p

7.4

6:54a

-0.1

7:18p

0.6

6:47a

8:09p

14

Mo

1:21a

7.0

1:54p

7.6

7:46a

0.0

8:19p

0.8

6:48a

8:08p

12:05a

1:28p

15

Tu

2:19a

6.9

2:53p

7.8

8:44a

0.0

9:26p

0.8

6:48a

8:07p

12:48a

2:32p

16

We

3:19a

6.9

3:54p

8.0

9:47a

-0.1

10:34p

0.7

6:49a

8:06p

1:35a

3:36p

17

Th

4:21a

6.9

4:55p

8.2

10:50a

-0.2

11:38p

0.4

6:50a

8:05p

2:27a

4:39p

18

Fr

5:24a

7.0

5:57p

8.4

11:51a

-0.4

6:50a

8:04p

3:25a

5:38p

19

Sa

6:26a

7.2

6:56p

8.5

12:37a

0.1

12:50p

-0.6

6:51a

8:03p

4:27a

6:33p

20

Su

7:25a

7.5

7:51p

8.6

1:33a

-0.2

1:46p

-0.7

6:52a

8:02p

5:31a

7:23p

21

Mo

8:20a

7.7

8:42p

8.6

2:25a

-0.4

2:40p

-0.7

6:52a

8:01p

6:36a

8:08p

22

Tu

9:11a

7.8

9:30p

8.4

3:15a

-0.4

3:31p

-0.6

6:53a

7:59p

7:40a

8:48p

23

We

10:00a

7.7

10:17p

8.1

4:01a

-0.4

4:20p

-0.4

6:53a

7:58p

8:42a

9:26p

24

Th

10:48a

7.6

11:03p

7.8

4:45a

-0.2

5:07p

0.0

6:54a

7:57p

9:42a

10:01p

25

Fr

11:37a

7.4

11:49p

7.4

5:27a

0.1

5:52p

0.4

6:55a

7:56p

10:40a

10:36p

26

Sa

12:26p

7.2

6:07a

0.4

6:37p

0.8

6:55a

7:55p

11:36a

11:11p

27

Su

12:36a

7.0

1:15p

7.1

6:48a

0.7

7:25p

1.2

6:56a

7:54p

12:31p

11:47p

28

Mo

1:25a

6.7

2:05p

7.0

7:31a

1.0

8:16p

1.5

6:57a

7:52p

1:25p

29

Tu

2:14a

6.5

2:54p

6.9

8:19a

1.3

9:12p

1.7

6:57a

7:51p

2:17p

12:25a

30

We

3:03a

6.4

3:45p

7.0

9:12a

1.4

10:09p

1.7

6:58a

7:50p

3:09p

1:06a

31

Th

3:54a

6.3

4:36p

7.0

10:08a

1.3

11:03p

1.5

6:58a

7:49p

3:59p

1:50a

Phase

Full

12:25p
3rd

New

1st

Tybee Island Bucket List
• Walk the beach
• Collect seashells and shark teeth
• Visit the Tybee Island Lighthouse and Fort Screven
• Watch a sunrise and a sunset on the beach
• Go on a dolphin tour
• Visit Fort Pulaski
• Go Fishing! (deep sea fishing, surf fishing, pier fishing)
• Take a golf cart tour
• Visit the Marine Science Center
• Ride the bike path
• Go surfing, boogie boarding, paddle boarding
• Rent a kayak (and use it)
• Go shopping in our many unique shops
• Check out our great restaurants and bars
• Take in a live performance or movie at The Tybee Post Theater
• Go see a live theater production at the Black Box Theater
• Stroll through our Park of 7 Flags (at the end of Hwy. 80)
• Enjoy people watching (we have a lot of characters here)
• Relax!!
• Remember to leave only your footprints

6
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On Wilmington Island

444 Johnny Mercer Blvd. (West Wind Plaza) 912-712-5060
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SHRIMP

– A Tybee Tail
By Jimmy Prosser - Photos by William Harrell

When people come to the beach they want local everything! Local
people, local ideas, local souvenirs and local FOOD! Specifically Shrimp,
Shrimp, Shrimp!
Recently, I was privileged to sit down with Pat Matthews, a Savannah/
Tybee native who grew up here on the docks. Pat currently oversees
Tybee’s shrimping operation, exporting into Savannah and across the
country, and moving wild caught local shrimp just down the dock to
some of Tybee’s favorite restaurants. Pat has been working these docks
his entire life. His father and grandfather worked the same ones as well.
It’s easy to tell the Matthews have been a large part of Tybee, Savannah,
and shrimping. No one would have thought back in 1947, when Pat’s
grandfather built the current dock, that Pat would still be over-seeing the
operations today.
Since 1947 the art of shrimping hasn’t changed much. Modern
equipment still resembles what our docks were using back 70 years ago!
Pat’s family has been vital to the seafood industry in Savannah, from the
shrimp docks, to seafood markets, Oyster factories, and Grouper and
Snapper boats. At the Matthews families peak, they oversaw more than
FIFTEEN 70’ Trawlers. To give you an idea, those boats would bring home
combined nearly 600,000 pounds of shrimp a year!!! Now that’s a lot of
heads to be popping off! Pat has been doing this his entire life. He took
over for his father back in 1993, at the end of the local shrimping era.
“In 1995, Bill Clinton put money into Asia to start shrimp farms,” Pat
states, and that was the beginning of what was nearly the end. In 1995,
Georgia was proudly home to more than 2,000 shrimp trawlers on our
100 mile coastline; that’s a lot of boats. Today there are less than 100
trawlers in the State of Georgia.

8

TYBEE BEACHCOMBER | AUG 2017

“Before shrimp became an import from Asia, we used to joke that
imported shrimp came from North Carolina and Florida,” says Pat. If
only that was our biggest problem to date. With the decrease in local
shrimpers, some here in the United States have turned to starting shrimp
farms. Common in Texas and the Carolinas, not only are the farms hurting
the economy, they are also poisoning our environment as well. Pat told
me, “Pick up a wild caught shrimp today and you’ll see it has Black Gill
Disease.” Black Gill Disease is a parasite that is often found in shrimp
farming. While the current infestation can be traced to South Carolina,
there is not much hope. The parasite attaches itself to the shrimp. A sick
shrimp will shed its skin, if you will, and lose the parasite. Unfortunately,
the newly released parasite will latch onto the nearest shrimp, often the
one whom has just shed it. “It’s not harmful to humans, you can’t get
sick from it, but it’s killing our shrimp,” Pat told me. This is by far the
worst year they’ve ever had.
While farming has not only brought disease to our waters, it’s also
brought in foreign species from being illegally dumped. Pat solemnly
joked, “The best time of year to catch Tiger Shrimp around Tybee is
October.” The problem here is Tiger Shrimp are not native to Georgia,
the Carolinas, Central America, the Atlantic Ocean, Europe, or Africa.
Tiger Shrimp are found between Asia and Australia. Yet they seem to be
thriving in our warm waters. In perfect conditions (water between 70 and
90 degrees), a shrimp’s life cycle is 90 days. I don’t know about any of
you, but I couldn’t swim from India to Tybee in 90 days.
Disease and invasion aren’t the only things hurting our local industry.
Since 1995, the cost of shrimp has gone down. Yes. You read that right.
Like cassettes, VHS tapes, and Beanie Babies, shrimp is becoming cheap.

What does this mean for the industry? For starters, fewer shrimp boats
will go out. Pat said for his overall, he’s had to cut profit margins even
with fuel. If you can imagine, he is selling fuel at almost zero profit since
the price of shrimp has not only failed to keep up with the cost of living,
it’s literally cheaper than it was in 1995.
Captain Jack Coursey is one of the few still sailing out of Tybee.
I was afforded the luxury of sitting in his air-conditioned truck for his
interview. Captain Jack has been shrimping for 43 years! It all started his
junior year of high school, when he worked part time on a shrimp boat.
The money was great and the work was plentiful. Jack decided it was
best to drop out and pursue a life on the ocean chasing those delicious
little bastards. Jack told me he will never forget breaking the news to
his mother that he has decided not to finish high school. She looked at
him and said, “If you’re going to be dumb, you better be tough.” Words I
believe we can all live by. Jack is one of the few whose decision to leave
school made him the great success that he is today. Jack can be found
out on the Lisa Suzanne, a trawler anyone would stop to photograph.
The Lisa Suzanne spends its day out in the Atlantic pulling in hundreds,
as well as thousands of pounds of wild caught shrimp right off our
waters!
Shrimp isn’t the only thing you’ll pull up in these nets of course. This
particular day Jack dumped his net and he and his employee, Brandon,
started sorting through the shrimp, pulling out the by-catch. By-catch
is the term used to describe anything caught that was not intended to
be. This trip Jack had starfish, sand dollars, crabs, sting rays, and an

assortment of smaller fish, including some little sharks, all which are
pushed over the side of the boat to the waiting wild life. And trust me,
these fellas know when it’s meal time. All at once pelicans, cranes,
seagulls, and dolphins appeared out of nowhere rushing to get what Jack
and Brandon threw overboard. Standing there, Pat joked, “Tybee doesn’t
have wild dolphins, they’re all trained. Someone feeds you every day for
70 years, you’d show up too.” Is there anyone who doesn’t enjoy a free
lunch?!
Getting down to the basics, I asked Jack what it takes to be successful
out on these waters. He said, “If you’re going to make it in this
industry you’ll need to be one hell of a shrimper, mechanic, welder and
carpenter.” Taking care of a boat like Jack’s is no easy work, but Jack
keeps a positive attitude and loves to joke around. When I asked his least
favorite part of this job, he said, “Waking up in the morning.” I think we
can all agree that’s everyone’s least favorite part of their job! Jack told
me, “It’s more than just putting a net in the water and pulling out shrimp.
There’s a lot to take in to consideration, such as the time of year, the tide,
the weather, and what direction the wind is blowing can all affect where
you’ll find shrimp.” It has become easier with technology, plotters and
computers that track the shrimp, making it precise. “If you see a buoy on
the screen, you’ve already hit it,” Jack chuckled.
All and all I think we can agree that we are grateful for people like Pat
Matthews and Jack Coursey, who still believe in local shrimping. Nothing
is quite as satisfying as peeling a local shrimp for lunch or dinner! Keep
in mind, as the sign over Bubba Gumbo’s clearly reads: FRIENDS DON’T
LET FRIENDS EAT IMPORTED SHRIMP!
TYBEE BEACHCOMBER | AUG 2017
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Great dating advice, any more
on how to get into shape?
Ah, August. As summer quickly comes to a close it’s vital to remember
that you forgot to get in shape, you lump. But, just because this year and
every year prior was a tremendous waste doesn’t mean that you can’t
turn things around for next summer. The only true way to get in to shape
is to go on a diet. To diet you must remember TWO very important things.
Number One, never follow the diet. Number Two, tell everyone you are
on a diet. After 18 months of dieting, it is very rewarding to shove in
someone’s face how you lost upwards of THREE pounds.
There are many diets out there - Atkins, Low Carb, Celiac Disease,

your finest looking homeless wardrobe and head up to the IGA (if you
called out of work for a stomach ache you’re going to need to look ill).
I usually walk around filling my cart with cans of soup – that I drop off
at Rising Tyde as I pass the Y (see, I’m not completely heartless). When
dieting, the most important thing is to eat fruits and vegetables. The IGA,
though small, has an awesome selection: beets, asparagus, artichokes,
mangos, coconuts (Fun Fact #2: Always buy food that requires a hammer,
ie coconuts, cans of tuna, and any hard popsicles).
This time around I’m going on the Raw Diet, which is great because
we literally have a restaurant on the island called Raw, and that saves
me from having to cook, or learn what a Raw Diet is, but for my sake
let’s assume it means eat at Raw. And I’m in no way endorsing them
because they advertise with us. It’s a totally different reason that I cannot
type. But trust me, it exists (Fun Fact #3: It was a coincidence). Raw is
delicious, seriously, and if you’re hell bent on “dieting” but don’t want
to use any energy, you can call Breezy to go and pick your Raw up. Tape
cash to the door and tell them to leave your food on the porch. That’s
what I do, but I prefer to eat carry-out in the buff, and as much as I would
like Paul to see what I have to offer, I don’t want to do that to my sushi
(Fun Fact #4: That is not a euphemism).
The last diet I would ever recommend would be the low carb diet.
This diet should be used on death row inmates. Nothing will make you
hate yourself more than giving up carbohydrates. Do you know what a
carb is? No? Allow me to tell you, it is everything happy and delicious
about food. Ever have a French fry sandwich on white bread? No? Well
it’s nothing but carbs. Want a biscuit? Again no, it’s nothing but carbs.
Mashed Potatoes, the most holy of all potato spin-offs? Nothing but
carbs. Let me leave you with this, you need carbs. Never cut the carbs.
I don’t know if this has helped in anyway.

Back to School!

High Protein, Raw, Vegan, Liquid Only, of course the Seafood, and the
Seefood – insert lame 90s joke. My personal favorite is the C Food Diet,
where I eat anything starting with the letter C: Cookies, Cake, Candy,
Chips, Crackers, Coke, Carbs, Calories, Coq Au Vin (Fun Fact #1: Not sure
what Au Vin means, just seeing if my editor is paying attention).
To start a diet, it is vital to not understand the diet at all. Sometimes
I go vegan, I don’t know what that means, but I assume you only
eat vegetables and grains, like salsa, or chicken fried rice. The most
important thing about any diet is to NEVER pair it with exercise, this is
very important. If you do that you could lose too much weight and would
have to buy a new wardrobe, which would cut into your booze fund. And
believe me, you’re perfectly boring enough sober. Drunk You is the only
version of you people actually like.
Once you’ve selected your diet, you should clean out all the junk food
in your refrigerator and cabinets. Don’t throw it out, remember being a
child and wanting to eat nothing but junk? Well, here’s your opportunity.
Once you’ve eaten nothing but salt, sugar, and calories, call out of work,
you’re going to be sick tomorrow anyway. Ok, now scrub down into

Patients Are Our Top Priority!
It is back to school time and at Tybee Teeth we
help each child grow and maintain a healthy smile
that will last a lifetime!

TybeeTeeth.com
1018 US Hwy 80 • Tybee Island • 912-786-9433
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By Hilary Junewicz

Think we’re all living a midsummer night’s dream on Tybee this year. I know I
am. Happy August!
Michelle from Philly was with her sister Natalie at the Wind Rose
Café. This was her first outing with Natalie on Tybee as a 21 year old!
How’d she feel the next day???
Jennifer and Wick! Jennifer took her first trip to Daufuskie, got to
meet Wick and Jake, and got a personalized autographed copy of
Wick and Jake’s Daufuskie Island!
Had a lovely dinner, of course, at Sundae Café catching up with very
important visitors. Here are two of them pictured with our waitress
Lydia, Cooper and Skylar.
And here’s another one of them, one of my mom’s best childhood
friends, Dotti. We went out for a nightcap after dinner. Holland has
some great tricks up his sleeve. Look at that laugh!
Chloe loves working at Sugar Magnolia. They’re conveniently located
right across from Huc A Poos in Tybee Oaks. What’s better than ice
cream, candy and video games after pizza at the poo?! And they’re open till
9 p.m.!

I knew I could count on Katherine to goof around with me, even in
a hurry, to point out that Chu’s has fresh, green, hot boiled peanuts.
They’re delicious. I can’t imagine making them in this heat!
So glad that Cam, Kip and Allegra called Tybee Golf Carts. They
needed a way to get around the island and that’s the way they like to
do it. We had fun in it too!!
Met Catherine and Mark with Paradise Snow Cone n Lemonade
(next to Sunrise). Their claim to fame is their hand crafted, fresh
squeezed lemonade. I tried one, they’re so tasty! They have a stand on
the pier too, and they do festivals!
Here are some happy customers of Tybee Beach Vacation Rentals,
Diane, Bob, Robert, Ken and Steven. They finally, after eight years,
came for five days during the 4th of July from the East side of Detroit
to see cousin, Fidgit.
This is the closest I’ve been to Cockspur Lighthouse in a while,
thanks to Captain Tucker Tybee Airboats!!
This IS Captain Tucker, Kris and deckhand, Brian. They impressed
me with a fun, adventurous and informative tour on the Tybee waters

I met Rhonda, from Knoxville, TN, obviously roadside. I had never
stopped at that sign before. This was Rhonda’s first trip to Tybee and
she hadn’t even made it to her place to stay yet. She said she loves random.
We both do! Dig the shirt too. I hope she had a good time!
around Cockspur and Fort Pulaski. We even discussed the Tybee Bomb,
Hurricane Matthew and the recent tornados. And rest assured, Kris was in the
Coast Guard! Fun ride!!
Gerald’s Pig & Shrimp reminds me of Summer! Fresh caught
shrimp and I love the tomato sandwich! I can’t wait to try the Cuban
sandwich I keep hearing about! Thanks for the pic Zoe! That was too hot for
both of us!
I think Nell said it best, Howard’s birthday is an event! Look at the
crowd that showed up for dinner at Ta Ca! Joey, Cheryl, Joy, Andy, Mike,
Drex, Me, Howard, Secret, Brandon, Timmy, Betsey, Neil and Rudy!
Need I say more? I could show you more, but I can’t embarrass
Howard OR Nell. We all had a great time. What will we do next year??? And
thank you, Lisa, for the “graphic” design!

Had a fun photo shoot and conversation with Jennifer and Diana. Two
sweet, fun ladies enjoying the night life on Tybee.
Fireworks on Tybee are always a blast. Next time I want some primo
3d glasses and a lesson on how to photograph fireworks correctly
from Wen McNally!!!
I finally got a lesson on how to make a photo collage to say goodbye
to Romeo, a dog loved by many on Tybee. He was our friend and will
be missed. I do know how you feel Joseph! Xo! And a quote to think about…
“In the 70’s they blamed the Dobermans. In the 80’s they blamed German
Shepherds. In the 90’s they blamed Rottweilers. Now they blame the Pit Bull.
When will they blame the humans?” - Cesar Millan.

It’s HOT, stay cool!

THE

Fish
Whisperer
Captain
Nick Shreves

Aug. Fishing Forecast
Tybee Pier FISHING
This is my favorite time of year to target Spanish Mackerel off
the pier with live finger mullet or using Gotcha plugs. The key
to finding these fish is to watch for the schools of Mullet to be
running along the beach. Bluefish, Ladyfish. Whiting, Pompano,
Trout and some Redfish should also be found around the pier. Live
shrimp can be great bait this time of year for these species.

Inshore
Welcome to the dog days of summer. We are in the hottest month
of the year and our water temperatures prove it. With the water
being well above 80 degrees, there are a few things for you to
know. Sharks are going to be everywhere. Tarpon will be inshore
and they will be finding their way up creeks and into areas to
spawn. Fish early if you want Redfish, Speckled Sea Trout and
Flounder. Once that sun is overhead the bite will become tough.

NEAR shore
So you have a few options when you head out to the nearshore
reefs. King and Spanish Mackerel will be around, just look for the
pods of bait for the best chances. Barracuda are plentiful and will
hit just about anything big and moving fast. These fish put on a
great fight and love to go airborne, so beware. They are known
for jumping into boats. My favorite fish this time of year is the
Spadefish. These fish are often overlooked but these fish will fight
harder than any of the other fish in the nearshore fishery this time
of year. Couple of tips for them are use live shrimp or jellyfish,
a light leader and small hooks, but you better have some good
tackle cause they will take you into the wreck fast.

OFF shore
The fishing out here can be real tough this time of year for the
Pelagic species. It’s tough to find any temperature breaks so
watch for weed lines and birds working bait for the best results.
The ledges are always a good place to look as well. The bottom
fish are still biting well and pound for pound the Amberjack is out
there waiting to break your back.
Tight lines and calm seas everyone. If you would like to join
us for a fishing adventure, give me a call at Big Fish Charters
(912) 230-4625.
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We have the Best Sunsets & there’s no charge for the Dolphin Show.

Happy Hour 4-7pm Daily with
$1off Beers. $1 Oysters & 50¢ Wings
on Sundays.

10OFF
%

BUBBA
GUMBO’S

Entire Bill with coupon

Limit 6 people excludes alcohol

Open at Noon Daily
Like Us On Facebook

912-786-4445

4 Old Highway 80

TybeeIslandBubbas.com

Life’s a Beach Events
What’s happening in Aug

8-1 Gray’s Reef Tuesdays Summer Film Series 2017 Winter, The
Dolphin that Can at 7pm at Tybee Post Theater, 10 Van Horne Ave. For
all events go to www.tybeeposttheater.org or call for further info at 912472-4790.
8-7, 8-14, 8-21, &8-28 Tybee Island Farmer’s Market 4-7pm at
Tybee Lighthouse grounds, 30 Meddin Dr. The Farmer’s Market will be
open every Monday through October. Everything from fresh veggies to
art work. Support your local Farmers and Artists!
8-10 Red Cross Community Blood Drive 2-7pm at the Old School
Cafeteria by the YMCA on Tybee Island. Visit www.redcrossblood.org for
more info. You will need to schedule appointment.
8-11 & 8-25 Sunset Tours After hours tour of the Lighthouse, at 30
Meddin Dr. Call 912-786-5801 for reservations.
8-11 Back-To-School Beach Party with the Hypnotics, Crazy Man
Crazy! 8-10pm at Tybee Post Theater, 10 Van Horne Ave. Sure to be a
rockin’ good time. For all events go to www.tybeeposttheater.org or
call for further info at 912- 472-4790.
8-19 Movies in the Park 8:45-10pm at Memorial Park every 3rd
Saturday. Family friendly movies sponsored by the City of Tybee

By Mom

Island’s Development Authority and Main St. program. Feature for this
month is Lost and Found.
8-19 Tybee City Limits: Abe Partridge, Kris Youmans and Her
Mighty Fire Band 8-10pm at Tybee Post Theater, 10 Van Horne Ave.
Country music time for these future music stars. For all events go to
www.tybeeposttheater.org or call for further info at 912- 472-4790.
8-25 Ft. Pulaski 9am-4pm at Ft. Pulaski, Hwy 80. Free Entrance Day.
8-25 Cranford Hollow Live! 8pm at Tybee Post Theater, 10 Van Horne
Ave. A true mix of Southern Rock, Appalachian Fiddle, and Rock and Roll.
For all events go to www.tybeeposttheater.org or call for further info at
912- 472-4790.
8-25 thru 8-27 Tybee Equality Fest Multiple vendors and events
during the Tybee Equality Fest. Drag & Burlesque shows, Swag bags,
parties, live music, family friendly events, food, and more. Check online
www.discovertybee.com or call 912-655-4287 (events by Celeste.
wedding).
8-28 TIPD VIP Luncheon – Neighbors Helping Neighbors 11am to
noon at Memorial Park. If you need some assistance or want to help,
contact Richard Dascall at 912-484-8833 for further info.
TYBEE BEACHCOMBER | AUG 2017
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100%

PURE

FUN!

Bar & Grill

By Joey & Ron Goralczyk

1513 Butler • Tybee Island, GA

OUTSIDE SEATING • CORNHOLE TOURNAMENTS
TEXAS HOLDEM • LIVE MUSIC • KARAOKE

SINCE

1971

FOOD

K

& DRIN

Daily Lunch Specials!
Happy Hour Monday - Friday 4pm - 7pm
Karaoke Thursday 7pm
Live Band Friday & Saturday 9pm - ???
12 HD TV’s - Video Games - Keno

912-786-4444
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Obviously, if it has not been noted by now, Breezy is a family business. It’s
the pride and joy of my life (even if I can’t partake at the moment, but that’s
a story for winter...). Families tend to treat each other differently than they
might other people who aren’t family. It’s a lot easier to yell at family. God
knows it’s easier to be REALLY mean to family. I used to fire my own family
EVERY SINGLE NIGHT! I have said the most awful, terrible things to my own
father, my life giver, and would hang up before he could respond in turn.
I blame taxi dispatch, and our best drunken customers for this. Dispatch
sucks. Dispatch from the driver’s seat is worse. It is the job. Driving would
be easy if not for that god-forsaken ringtone. Phones have been broken.
Friendships forever ruined. As much as I love my parents, I’ve wished very
hateful things on both of them while dispatching.
I can think back five years ago, the way the phone would ring off the
hook. There was only one of us. When it’s only you, there’s no one to blame
but yourself. Life could be stressful, but still, the onus was on you and you
alone. I could only do what I could do. Then we added another cart, thinking
it would make life easier. How foolish that was! Before then, we never yelled
at anyone over the phone. Now, it’s an anomaly if we don’t.
There was one evening I remember well. We had just acquired a real taxi
cab, and trips downtown were all the craze. Whoever got to drive the car for
the evening also got the pleasure of dispatching two golf carts on Tybee,
exclusively. That means even if you were delivering a group to Bay Street
downtown, you were still supposed to know where your two golf carts on
Tybee were, and dispatch accordingly. Imagine being in a VERY loud bar on
Congress Street, double parked and blocking traffic, looking for someone
who called you to go back to Tybee, while at the same time dispatching
two very slow golf carts on an island 20 miles away. It could be stressful!
Anyway, this particular night I was on such a duty. I was in Ellis Square, doing
angry circles and yelling at my drivers on Tybee, all the while waiting for a
certain local to come walking out of the Barrel House. He was a VERY good
local customer and was well worth being picked up. However, between the
30 minute wait I did and the utter incompetence of my drivers on the island,
I lost my cool. After the tenth or eleventh time, I called my boy downtown,
then I flipped and chucked my ever ringing phone across the car. Total rage
move, but I was done. Just my luck though, despite a $100 protective case
that was supposed to be immune to such things, the screen caught the lock
on the passenger side door just right and utterly SHATTERED. Woe was me!
There I was, downtown with no phone. No dispatch for my drivers, so now
after 11 hours I’m the ahole costing them money. God, four years later I still
get angry!
Now we have a small fleet. I have been spoiled by only having to drive and
answer my own phone. This Fourth of July I dispatched from HQ. Everything
was running smoothly until after the fireworks. Surprise surprise, we had a
traffic jam. Everyone was on the south end and now they wanted to go north.
I explained to the callers that no one was going anywhere anytime soon.
Look at the traffic. Butler was backed up past 14th St. My favorite question
is, “How long is it going to last?” How in the bleep do I know! This traffic
jam lasted until 1:30am. Oh here is another question that gets me a tiny bit
angry, “Don’t you know the back roads, or isn’t there another way?” Yes
there is another way. Walk! motherfather! Walk! I have made the walk from

the north end back to the south end. It’s not that bad. Especially when you
are making better time than the people sitting in traffic.
This is a doozy, I was asked to deliver a pizza from a south end location to
somewhere on Jones. At the time it was totally possible to make it happen.
My driver went in the pizza place to pick up the pizza - no pizza under that
name. I called the customer back for them to handle the location of their
pizza. Of course it was at the north end location. This all happened before the
traffic jam. I told the driver to swing by, grab the pizza, and pick up a couple
and head south. Thirty minutes later I called my driver for another pick up.
He was still standing in line at the pizza place. Forget that flipping pizza
and abort mission! Calls were stacking up and now I was running behind.
Dispatch was losing it. The young lady that called for the pizza called back
about an hour later looking for her pizza. Poor thing. I dropped the f bomb
about 20 times explaining about her pizza and that she would not be eating
pizza tonight delivered by Breezy. Next time call first to make sure we can
make deliveries on holiday weekends.
Remember folks, when the island is at its busiest and traffic is all jacked
up, things take longer than normal. I tell people that driving in this mess,
avoiding bikes, golf carts, skate boarders, and bicycles is like a real life game
of Frogger except there isn’t a reset button.
Always assume there is a road block. Never drink and drive. Go Breezy!

What It’s Really
Like To Live Here
By Micheal Elliott

Almost as soon as moving to Tybee Island, most quickly forget why we
came.
We get caught up in becoming a part of what it’s like to be here ...
permanently.
The first thing noticed is other people permanently live here too and it’s a
bit of a shock!
After all it is easy to believe everyone on this island is only visiting based
on the number of day trippers, hotel dwellers and the incredibly large volume
of people in weekly vacation rentals (so they can pretend like they live here
in weekly increments). Each shells out big bucks and it’s easy to believe after
shooting their wad to visit for the day/night/week, they’re flat broke and have
to go back home to plan a yard sale.
Reality is, yard sales and other personal income generating ideas easily
finance tens of thousands of people to overrun ... er, I mean VISIT Tybee for
the day/night/week and this is GOOD NEWS!
Of course with the cost of Flood Insurance and Property taxes there’s

plenty of yard sales on island too!
That’s one of the first things permanent residents of Tybee learn but the
cost of Paradise is worth it so we find a place to cop a squat on this clump
of sand and call it home.
Then we drive off island to buy all the things we need to live here!
Walmart, Ace Hardware, Home Depot, Publix, Kroger and every fast food
restaurant you’ll crave is off island, so to live on island you have to leave to
get the things you need to stay.
This means consistent navigation of the Tybee Road which is a beautiful
drive unless you’re staring at the tail lights in front of you. Residents are in
a hurry to get off and on island as fast as possible while everyone else is
enthralled by sheer beauty driving through the marshes, past the Fort and
the American Flag flying from the drift wood it’s been nailed to for more
than three decades. The islanders push the speed limits while everyone else
slows down to appreciate the views of the shrimp boats from the top of
the Lazaretto Creek Bridge. So permanent residents fight for an expressway
being built while everyone else is fine with the beauty of the drive. The truth
is Islanders don’t hate the Tybee Road, they just hate anyone else who’s on
it.
The exception to have to leave the island for the things you must have to
live here is the meat market at the Tybee Market and the fresh Seafood at
the docks. You can’t find better for the price anywhere so ... no reason to go
anywhere else to get it.
There are lots of distractions from leaving the island though, with politics
at the top of the list! Half of us who live here LOVE island politics to the point
of diabolical obsession, while the rest can care less. The issues on the island
are simple ... protect locals from everyone else who visits ... because Forever
Tybee has been this way. Within nanoseconds of moving on island, you’re
solicited to be one of us and one of them.
Those who don’t succumb to political involvement go the Bars, listen to
Live music, orchestrate fantastic fund raisers for neighbors having a hard
time and find any excuse for a good time! There are lots of Bars on Tybee
and they drive the economy, culture, social morays and vibe on the island.
In days gone by, the groups were a coalition with most political meetings
occurring in Bars but, alas, Tybee has embraced segregation and this is no
longer the case as the two find themselves increasingly at odds.
In no time at all, permanent Tybee Island residents find themselves living
in a vicious circle of (1) dodging the massive throngs of people visiting; (2)
pricing Flood insurance; (3) recovering from the shock of your property tax
increase; (4) cursing while driving off island at the car in front doing 40 Miles
Per Hour in a 55 zone; (5) Trying to contain extreme road rage driving back
on island at 300 cars who have no idea how to merge; (6) Thanking God for
Matt at the Meat Department and J.B. for catching the Shrimp; (7) Attending
the gazillion political meetings taking place each week to prove you really
care about the island; (7) Enjoying life on the island with your friends in the
Bars.
There are churches on the island though none are immune to the above
issues and are not a sanctuary from them either. They are great though, in
that dress codes are pretty lax and one actually meets in a Bar.
If you’re lucky and haven’t been so overwhelmed by the intensity of
everything, you’ve either fled the craziness of Tybee life or remembered
what brought you here in the first place.
The humble feeling of your feet sinking in the wet sand while staring at
the majesty of the Ocean, inhaling the wet salty air and watching Dolphins
smile as Seagulls sing Hymns ...
Meeting friends to share cocktails while watching the sunset at Alley 3
before deciding what’s for dinner...
Reclaiming the romantic thrills of making love in the sand dunes...
Watching the sun bubble out of the Ocean while God’s finger paints the
sky.
TYBEE BEACHCOMBER | AUG 2017
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Foodie Finds
By Heike Simpson

Crack Dip
444 Johnny Mercer Blvd. Wilmington Island

WestWind
P L A Z A

912-897-4595

Dry Cleaning & Laundry Services

NOW OFFERING: Wash & Fold Services

Dizzy Deans
Beer, Wine, Liquor, Cigarettes, Cigars

912 -786- 4500

1516 Butler Avenue

Wind Rose Cafe

Southern Style Lunch Specials
Monday - Friday

$ 8.25

19 Tybrisa Street

BEST

HAPPY
H
HOUR!
C
N
U
L
912-786-6593
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Just 5 Ingredients you will need:
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1 cup shredded sharp cheddar cheese
1/4 cup slivered almonds
1/4 cup real bacon bits
5 chopped green onions
Mix all ingredients in a bowl, refrigerate for 1 hour.
Serve with Ritz crackers or Fritos scoops.

Mon - Thurs 10am-10pm / Fri & Sat 10am-11pm
Sunday 12:30pm - 6pm

BEST!

You never know how many friends you have until you have a beach house. So
in a pinch I serve my quick and very addictive CRACK DIP (hence the name).
Double the recipe if you have a lot of friends.

Writer’s

BLOCK

Captain Nick Shreves is our featured writer
this month. Nick has been writing for the Tybee
Beachcomber since our very first issue as The
Fish Whisperer. If you want to know anything about fishing, he is definitely the
man! For a fishing adventure you won’t forget, call him at Big Fish Charters.
Thank you Nick for continuing to supply us with your expertise.
Most Important Questions of Life:
Tybee Life: 10 years
When I grow up I want to be: Why do I need to grow up?
My passion: Fishing is my Passion without a doubt.
My Spirit Animal: Shane from North Island Surf and Kayak says mine is a Sea
Turtle.

Call to Join our
Rental Program

Serving Tybee
for over 17 years

E S C A P E TO I S L A N D PA R A D I S E
StayTybee offers a choice of Vacation Rentals (Condos, Cottages and Homes)
on Tybee Island, Georgia. Come explore our shores and make yourself at HOME.

StayTybee.com | 912.786.0531
TYBEE BEACHCOMBER | AUG 2017
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HOME INNOVATIONS
REMODELING & GENERAL HOME REPAIRS

SERVICES
TILE, STONE & GLASS INSTALLATION • PAINTING - INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
CARPENTRY & CABINETRY • DESIGN & PROJECT MANAGEMENT
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

LICENSED & INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES 912-509-6650
20

TYBEE BEACHCOMBER | AUG 2017

LOW AS

•
•
•
•
•
By Alaina Loughridge - Photo by Wen McNally

August’s Bartender of the Month is Rachel Parham. I know. I honestly
do not know what took me so long to get to her! I have known Rachel for a
good solid minute and have always enjoyed her company. However, in my
own defense, I don’t really think about The Pier having a bar, but they do and
YOU MUST GO see Rachel at the Rip Tide Bar on The Pier. I had a chance to
sit down over a cocktail with her and here is her story:
Rachel was born in Eatonton, Georgia. Raised on a dairy farm with her two
sisters, Rachel spent her beginning years working the farm with the family
and going to school. After doing her formative years in Eatonton, Rachel
left in 1999 to attend Georgia Southern. After graduating with a degree in
Graphic Arts, Rachel went to Orlando for two seconds for an internship. An
invite to Jacksonville, FL from her old college roommate got her going in the
right direction.
After living in FL for a few years and working in her field, Rachel accepted
a sales position for a garden produce company that transferred her to the
Savannah area. Moving straight to Tybee (as we all end up doing), Rachel
shucked and jived until it was time to take a break and have a change of
pace. Enter bartending! Working around Tybee for a minute, Rachel went
from Nickie’s to the Pier and has called that home ever since.

Delivery
Weddings
Parties
Tours
Late Night

WE ALSO RIDE OFF THE ISLAND!

361-TURTLES

..So

MMM.

!
Good

The most important questions of life were asked:
How long have you lived on Tybee: 8 years
When I grow up: I want to be happy and healthy
My Passion: Family, friends, live music and anything outdoors
My Spirit Animal: Flamingo! They are so social and when I see them
they make me happy!
Rachel’s go to drink is the Rachel Special. I can’t really go into detail here,
but yeah. Do it. Another go to is the Jalapeno Margarita. Both are fabulous,
but start with the Rachel Special and then come back to get the Margarita!!
Rachel is someone to get to know for sure. If you haven’t been to The Rip
Tide, get there now. If you have been, go back for more. Not only is it the best
view on the island, it is perfect for sipping a Rachel Special and watching
the people go by.

hours
tues-fri: 7:30-5 sat: 8-5 sun: 8-3 mon: closed

Espresso, frappes & smoothies
1213 80 east
Next door to huc a poos in tybee oaks center

912-224-5227
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SHOPS AT

TYBEE OAKS
1 ISLAND GYPSIES

Handcrafted - gypseafied items for every
day, the perfect gift, or a lasting memory of
the island.

1

2 INFERNO

2

Hot sauce and so much more!!

4

Latitude 32 is a locally owned Tybee Island
Original shop offering quality clothing and
accessories for both adults and children.
Tybee island is located at exactly 32
degrees north latitude, the actual 32 degree
line runs right through Tybee and crosses
the USA all the way to San Diego!

3 LATITUDE 32

3

4 SHELL ART GIFT SHOP

SEASHELLS, TRINKETS & TREASURES

For over 15 years carrying fine sterling
silver jewelry, nautical décor, locally made
sea glass jewelry and ornaments, gifts and
coozies.

5

6

5 SWIZZLE & SHAKE

We celebrate cocktail culture! We offer
everything but the drinks and the ice.

6 HUC-A-POOS BITES AND BOOZE
Best pizza in town with a laid back
atmosphere.

7 TYBEAN ART & COFFEE BAR
7

8

Espresso, Frappes, Smoothies and gifts!

8 TIPSY MERMAID ART
Locally made pottery with a beach and
island theme. Featuring upcycled wood
décor by Sweet Onion Woodworks.
SUGAR MAGNOLIA
CANDY SHOPPE

Sweet Candy Store and Arcade Games.

THE MISTY MARSH SHOPPE

1213 US HIGHWAY 80 E. TYBEE ISLAND
22
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Great gifts for the person on your list that
you might have forgotten...YOURSELF!

By Welsley Turner Franco

done before and I knew it sucked. I had a piece of pizza for breakfast
and I started slamming those airline bottles of gin and tonic. Naturally, I
also had several in my bag for the flight. I was drunk when I got on the
plane in Savannah and I was sitting next to this absolutely gorgeous guy.
I offered him a bottle and we both slammed it. My body had enough at
this point. I proceeded to promptly barf pizza and gin down the left side
of myself (window seat thankfully) and then passed out. When I woke
up I was in New York at this bar talking to some guy. I had dried pizza
and gin barf down the left hand side of my body and I had made my
Charlotte/New York connection with no recollection of it whatsoever. I
am absolutely amazed that no one stopped me. I often wonder what
happened to that gorgeous guy. Maybe I missed out on Mr. Right … now.
I do not drink gin anymore.
So the winner receives a bottle of Jagermeister and well gin. Bottoms
up!!

Alcohol Gone BAD
We all know Tybee is just different in all ways. One of the quirks in
this Land of the Lost is over-serving. Technically, bartenders are not
supposed to do it and there is a line to be drawn. However, bartenders
on Tybee have a little bit more leeway in getting our customers soused
because: a.) We know them well; b.) We know where they live, as we
have been there getting drunk ourselves; and c.) Breezy is the answer to
every problem I have ever had. Ever. So having over-served my fair share
of people, I decided to hold an unofficial blackout contest. The following
are the top three winners (and yes, no names are going to be mentioned
to protect the flat out guilty):
1. It was a day or so after Hurricane Floyd departed and died and my
husband and I returned to the island, happy we were home and that
our home was still where we left it. The only bar open at the time was
Scandals (now the Rock House) and so it was game on. Jägermeister
was involved. I never drink that shit and I never will again. I don’t
remember how many shots I had, but it was a lot. My husband and I
got into a fight on the way home, and as I angrily opened the front door,
I fell into it, bashing my head badly and leaving a trail of blood behind
me. When I came to I was laying in my bed, cleaned up and dressed in
my jammies. What I found out later was that my son had come home,
saw the bloody door and thought his dad/my husband had finally killed
me!! He found me on the floor a bloody mess with my husband passed
out in the bed. He really thought I was dead, but as he picked me up he
realized I was still alive. My grown son then proceeded to undress my
drunk, passed out ass, clean me up, redress me and put me in the bed.
The mortification far surpasses the fact that I raised a really good boy.
2. The scene: St. Patrick’s Day on River Street. I was driving down
from Charlotte with two friends for the festivities and it was game on
immediately. Both my friends started drinking beer on the way, and
when we pulled into Savannah I did my best to catch up. We ended
up everywhere drinking shots, beer, liquor and everything else we
could. I lost my two friends, but continued drinking heavily. I do not
remember when I blacked out but when I came to I was standing inside
a concession stand handing a hotdog to a complete stranger. The Asian
lady that owned the stand was beating me on the back with her one
hand, while the other hand was holding the phone calling 911. I ran.
Never could figure out why I was inspired to do that. Maybe I thought I
could do a better job.
3. I was flying from Savannah to New York. My flight left at 10:30am and
I started pre-gaming, because it was a two connection flight that I have

By Rem

The Gravitational
Pull of the 40’s
So, I’m three years into this whole 40’s deal and had heard things
begin to turn on you after 40. Mainly, the belly slash rump roast region. I
have always had a thin build and I stay quite active. Naturally, I thought
this was pure rubbish, wives’ tales and such. It’ll never happen to me!
Turns out it’s true!! Not only is it true but it starts like the day you turn
40. However, you don’t know it’s happening until you actually get a visual
on it. A naked, in your face, omg, where in the hellhounds did that come
from visual! When that happens you not only know you’re really 40, but
you now know you have to do something about it. Sigh. Groan. Ouch. And
that’s just my ego whining, not the gravitational pull.
Okay, let’s fix this before I need new clothes I say, because a new
wardrobe can be expensive. And I really don’t like shopping for clothes,
shoes yes, clothes no. I kick up my activity level thinking a little more
work outside in the yard and some hiking might do the trick but after a
lot of that there was still a lot of me.
Like anything and everything else in life, it costs money. Big money.
Gym membership, cha ching. Gym clothes, cha ching. All the sprucing
up of my 40ness, cha ching. I have never been to the gym in my life.
I always figured why go sweat in a building with people staring at me
and pay when I can use the great outdoors. Well, the gym does help. It
gives you a routine and the machines are cool. But I didn’t like it there.
So, dumbbell by dumbbell, a home gym was born. Well, it’s a work in
progress because it is really, really expensive to have everything you
need to get the workout you want. However, I can workout naked if I want
(NOOOOO) or in my jammies (YESSSSS).
The home gym is coming along, but the real punch in the gut is the
need for an elliptical machine. Have you seen the price of these suckers?
They’re outrageous! By the time I save enough to get the one I want, I will
be too weak from starvation and won’t need it anymore. Sigh.
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23

Faux
By Alaina Loughridge - Photos by Hilary Junewicz

Farmer’s Market
So this month, missing our intrepid food reporter, Mr. Fuzzy Mike Manitta, I
was left flying solo trying to figure out what to do. Thankfully, Hilary (Junewicz)
and Betsey (Jenkins) stepped in at the right time for a perfect Faux Edition
of Food Spy. Let’s go to Farmer’s Market and buy our dinner for a girl’s night
in!! Great idea!!
Betsey collected us and off we went. To those who have been living under a
sand dollar, Farmer’s Market is at the Lighthouse every Monday from 4-7pm.
There are a variety of vendors that offer everything from hand made whatnots,
to clothing, to food food food! We started out at Spouses Bakery & Deli where
we selected a Pull Apart Pesto Bread loaf and a Tuscan Chicken Cordon Bleu
Meat Pie. From there we went to Tuten’s Produce where we selected a variety
of fresh off the farm veggies for a salad and a cantaloupe for dessert. We had
to stop by Alake’s Georgia Pecans for additional dessert because Alake’s is
awesome. Naturally, we could not pass by Davis’ Produce for salad dressings
because they have the best in all of the land, as well as additional veggies
for our salad. Stopping by our favorite liquor store, Dizzy Dean’s for a couple
bottles of wine, we were all set and back to the house we went.
Hilary donned the apron, Betsey grabbed the butcher knife and I grabbed the
corkscrew. Girls’ team activated! Hilary concocted a fabulous salad with all
of Tuten’s and Davis’ fresh veggies: strawberries, blackberries, yellow bell
pepper, tomatoes, cucumber and leafy greens. Meanwhile, Betsey popped the
meat pie in the oven, along with the Pesto bread loaf and I busied myself with
looking busy opening bottles of wine and decorating the table.
As we were coordinating everything on the table it was really hard not to start
grabbing this or that to stuff into our faces. Everything looked so good! I will
start with the Pull Apart Pesto Bread - absolutely perfection and perfect
munchies for a family of 6! We put out a plate of balsamic vinaigrette and
olive oil for dipping and it was delish! I have to mention here that Spouses
also offered a Jalapeno Cheddar Bread, a Smoked Gouda Cheese Bread and a
Smoked Asiago Cheese Bread. Next time, my bread friends…
Next up was Spouses Tuscan Chicken Cordon Bleu Meat Pie and Betsey
added parmesan cheese to it because that’s how we roll. It was perfectly
seasoned and one pie was easily enough to split between two people if you
have other grabbable foods making the rounds.
The salad was heaven! When you have freshly plucked veggies, it truly does
make a difference. Fresh Market has nothing on Tuten’s and Davis Produce.
Dessert was exquisite too! The cantaloupe was perfectly ripened and we threw
in some of Alake’s Pecans, some chocolate and some wine – we were truly
happy girls! All in all, our total food cost for the three of us was under $30, with
plenty of leftovers (not including the wine, of course).
So the moral of this story is: Go to Farmer’s Market with your besties. Grab
everything in sight. Run to Dizzy Dean’s! Go home and create something
fabulous! Open some wine and giggle. Enjoy the simple things and don’t forget
- Life isn’t all work and no play.
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On Going Happenings
A-J’s Dockside - Happy Hour 4-7pm, Live music Friday thru Sunday,
Lunch 7 days a week 11am-5pm, Dinner 7 days a week 5-10pm.
1315 Chatham Ave.
American Legion Post 154 - Canteen open 5pm Monday-Saturday,
First Mondays Pizza Night 5-7pm, Bar Games Tuesday and Thursday
6-9pm, Line Dancing Wednesday 7pm, Thursday Dinners 5:307:30pm, Bingo (come early!) and Karaoke Friday 8-10pm. 10 Veterans
Dr.
Benny’s Tavern - Happy Hour Monday thru Friday 10am-7pm, Open
Pool Tuesday all day, Pool Tournament Wednesday 8pm, Karaoke
Friday and Saturday 9pm. Kitchen open Thursday thru Saturday from
4pm-?? and all day Sunday. 1517 Butler Ave.
Bernie’s Oyster House - Bernie’s Mason Jar Bloody Mary, 7 Draft
Taps to choose from, Home of the “Pop Rock Jello Shots,” Drink
Specials, Outdoor patio with 65” HD TV. Check us out! 13 Tybrisa St.
Bubba Gumbo’s - Open Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 4-9pm,
Friday thru Sunday 12-9pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm with $1 off beers and
$9.95 Shrimp Dinner. 50 cent oysters and wings on Sunday. Hi Life
and Jameson Shot specials on Monday. 3 Old Highway 80.
Doc’s Bar - Happy Hour Monday thru Friday 4-7pm, Jam Night
Tuesday 7pm, Karaoke Thursday 8pm, Live music Friday and Saturday
9pm. 10 Tybrisa St.
Fannie’s on the Beach - Live music on weekends. Saturday and
Sunday Brunch Specials. 1613 Strand Ave.
Nickie’s 1971 Bar and Grill - Happy Hour Monday thru Friday 4-7pm,
Texas Hold Em Sunday 7pm, Monday thru Wednesday 8pm, Tuesday
Open Mike Night 8pm, Paint Party every Wednesday 7pm, 8 Ball
Pool Tournament and Karaoke Thursday 7pm, Live Band Friday and
Saturday 9pm-?? 1513 Butler Ave.
Social Club - 2 for 1 Sangria’s Monday-Thursday, Live Music Friday
thru Sunday, Bluegrass Brunch Sunday at 11am, May 6 Kentucky
Derby - Mint Julep Party at 4pm. 1311 Butler Ave.
Spanky’s - Daily cocktail and beer specials. Home of the Original
Chicken Finger! May 20 from 5 - 7 Southbound Brewery Happy Hour.
1605 Strand Ave.
The Deck - Live Music Thursday - Sunday 6 - 9 pm. 404 Butler Ave.
Tybee Time - Happy Hour Monday thru Friday 4-7pm, DJ Marty
Thursday-Saturday. 1603 Strand Ave.
Wind Rose Café - Happy Hour Monday thru Friday 4-7pm. Daily
Lunch Specials. 19 Tybrisa St.
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Beach Walks with Dr. Joe
Sorry, But its Sea Wasp Season
By Dr. Joe Richardson

I have to admit it. I’ve been dreading my August article because I don’t
like talking about bad news. But if it’s August on Tybee, we need to consider
jellyfish. From my experience, early and mid August are the peak times for
jellyfish stings around here.
The problem is the Sea Wasp Jellyfish. They peak in abundance at this
time. But it’s not just here. I know from painful personal experience they will
be on SC and FL beaches now also. They are a type of box jelly, or cube jelly,

which are known for painful stings. With a Sea Wasp, there is no guessing
if you’ve contacted a tentacle. It’s not just an irritation like some jellyfish
cause. It’s a real sting. And it’s going to hurt for a few minutes. And it’s going
to leave a mark. And for me, it’s then going to itch for a few days.
Sea Wasp jellies are clear, so you don’t see them in the water. The main
body has 4 hand-like extensions at the bottom, and from those “fingers”
extend long, thin, hair-like tentacles. So when it is drifting in the water, those
tentacles spread out, and it’s “sphere of influence” can extend out a couple
of feet or more. And the tentacles of dead ones washed up on the beach can
still fire off, so you don’t want to handle them either.
Well, what about treating a sting? I’m afraid I’m not going to be much help.
Just a few weeks ago, a pediatrician contacted me and asked me to help as
he was preparing a presentation for a medical convention regarding summer
time stings and bites, and he needed information about our southeastern
jellyfish. In turn, I was hoping to find out from a medical professional, what
really are the best ways for treating jellyfish stings. I’m afraid his conclusion
was the same as mine. There are a lot of suggestions but nothing conclusive.
Treatments include vinegar, seawater, ammonia, meat tenderizer, and other
substances. My son claims cold coca-cola is as good as anything! But
probably as good as anything is baking soda paste and then something like
Benadryl or hydrocortisone cream. No matter what, the stinging will last for
a while (20-30 minutes for me anyway).
I will mention that I’ve had some success with a product called Safe
Sea. It’s a lotion that you apply before getting in the water. According to the
manufacturer, it contains a substance derived from Clown Fish that keeps
them from being stung by Sea Anemones. From my experience, it doesn’t
keep me from getting stung, but the sting doesn’t seem to be as intense.
Again, I apologize for having to spend this month’s article discussing
an unpleasant animal, but I’m afraid that August is when Sea Wasps are
most abundant around here. Hopefully your only encounter with them will be
seeing one washed up on the sand while you are beachcombing and finding
more pleasant treasures.
Dr. Joe Richardson is a retired marine science professor with 35+ years of
research and teaching experience along GA and the southeastern coast and
Bahamas. Besides research, he conducts Tybee Beach Ecology Trips year
round (www.TybeeBeachEcology.com) and frequently posts pictures of what
they are finding on his Tybee Beach Ecology Trips Facebook page.
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Our Menu is
Prepared
Fresh Daily

Appetizers
Salads
Quesadillas
Seafood
Baskets
Sandwiches
Burgers
Pasta
Steak
Seafood
Chicken

We Take
Pride in
Using
Only the
Freshest
Ingredients

Open 7 Days a Week | On the Strand Across from the Pier

SpankysBeachside.com | 912-786-5520
Take Out Available | Full Menu Online
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BOOK
REVIEW
By Nell Klein

Into
the
Water
By Paula Hawkins

When I learned that Paula Hawkins, author of Girl on the Train, had
written a new novel, I dropped everything to read it and I’m so glad to
pass it on to my fellow readers.
Into the Water takes place in the rural British town of Beckford,
through which a river runs. It also has a morbid history of women
losing their lives to the river and its “drowning pool.” In 2015 the town
becomes a crime scene when a teenage girl (Katie Whittaker) and a
single mother (Nel Abbott) are both found dead in the river in the space
of only a few weeks.
The story focuses on 15-year-old Lena Abbott (Nel’s daughter) who
is left parentless, and her long-lost Aunt Jules (Nel’s sister), who has
shown up to try and take care of Lena. Then there’s the detective, Sean
Townsend, and his partner, Erin Morgan; Helen (Sean’s wife) and Patrick
(Sean’s father). Also, there’s Mark Henderson, school teacher; Louise
Whittaker (Katie’s Mum), and Josh (Katie’s brother). And, last but not
least, Nickie Sage, psychic, who knows more than the police. I’m sure
I’ve forgotten someone, but wow, what a list of characters! I know it
seems daunting, but once you get everyone straight, you’re good to
go. It also helps that each chapter is titled with one of the characters
names. The main fact is every one of these characters are linked to
the women found dead, and they all seem guilty as hell. Beckford is
just a strange place full of odd people and they all seem to be hiding
something.
Did these women commit suicide or were they murdered? All we
know for sure is the river has all kinds of secrets that are dredged up
during the investigation, along with some pretty nasty family secrets.
I thoroughly enjoyed this book, but I give it 4 roses due to the large
amount of characters to keep straight. But don’t let it hold you back, it’s
a must read. I also found out that like Girl on the Train, Into the Water
is being made into a movie (with a cast of thousands!). I can’t wait to
see this one!
Hope you’re having a great summer so far and until next time, read a
book; if it’s a good read, pass it on!
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By Woody Hemphill

Welcome to the doldrums of the sporting year. As the mercury climbs closer
to the point of ‘not wanting to do squat’ outside, precision & finesse sports like
golf, tennis, baseball, and auto racing take center stage in our sporting world.
Speaking of golf, the last 10 majors in golf were won by different players.
Meanwhile, in tennis, Rafa Nadal recently won his 10th French Open title.
Those responsible for the growth of historically niche sports face an uphill
climb. Golf faces a future with numerous winners with little consistency,
while tennis has been dominated by only a single handful of marketable stars
limiting expansion of the sport over the last decade. Exposure to individual
sports in the US has been traditionally linked to cultural elites, and the already
affluent. One doesn’t have to be a sociologist to find a causal link between
historically exclusionary service delivery models regarding separation
between ‘us & them’ and the waning of interest in recent years. This culturallydefined byproduct, coupled with Baby Boomers choice to participate within
team-based sports, and millennials opting to participate within solo hobbies,
such as tech-based gaming, form a trifecta that will continue to determine
the landscape of our sporting reality. One has to wonder how niche sports
such as golf & tennis will market itself in the future among the landscape of
a vastly-altered media market that has floundered in the post-Tiger world.
Perhaps, the ‘chickens are coming home to roost’ within sports established
upon exclusivity?
Like it or not, sports in the modern world are now driven by corporate
interests because of the influx of monies generated by networks paying to
broadcast league play. An interesting anomaly to this rule of thumb is that after
selling its soul to corporate interests at the detriment of its fan base, NASCAR
is now naming itself after Monster Energy drinks, after Nextel, and Winston
cigarettes for years. How long before the Don Draper-type executives realize
that naming rights correlate with the detriment of the industry that carries the
name of the stock car racing sport? For numerous reasons, making sports
readily available and accessible to the greatest amounts of people is a viable
strategy for the perpetuation of each sport. Otherwise, people will not tune in
to watch the games, and jeopardizing this cash cow is certainly not in any of
the league’s best interests. As HBO’s Arliss said, ‘athletes are the gladiators of
our times’ and we’ve always held them as heroes. Yet, household names of
yesteryear have now given way to free agency, super teams, and the athletic
pursuit of the max contract as professional sports are now comprised of
millionaires in each league.
Of the four, major professional athletic leagues comprised of the National
Football League (NFL), National Basketball Association (NBA), National
Hockey League (NHL), and Major League Baseball (MLB), there is a salary
cap in each league, except baseball. The lack of a salary cap in baseball
has created disparity between teams that can win without having fans in
attendance, such as the Florida Marlins. No matter the sport, the revenues
generated by broadcast rights on television have fundamentally-altered the
landscape of each business model, and permeated the livelihoods of each
individual within the industry. The length of the season in baseball is now
ridiculously long, with playoff appearances now featuring snow flurries if a
team from the northeast hosts in November – hardly, a sport reserved for the
‘boys of summer’.
Ultimately, the sports we are watching are marketed, sold, and consumed
as various forms of entertainment and not the seemingly religious experience
that so many of us have come to define our existence via our consumption.
Until next time, y’all play nice - and may all your teams win!

TYBEE

FREE Delivery and Pickup!

GOLF CARTS
4 , 6 & 8 Seaters Available

Free Parking with all our Carts • Fast and Friendly Service • Best way to get around Tybee

Largest Fleet and Lowest Prices!

801 1st Street

TybeeGolfCarts.com

912-226-9676
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802 1ST STREET

Tybee Corner is something to check out! A pocket of paradise where you
can check off your To Do List and enjoy yourself immensely at the same time!
Savannah Square Pops - Bringing Delicious, Handcrafted ICEPOPS from Savannah to Tybee!
The Tourist Trap Gallery & Gifts - Specializing in local art, gifts and apparel. Commission art and custom reclaimed wood furniture available.
The Pinky Nail - Manicures and Pedicures are not just for women anymore. Book your appointment online today at ThePinkyNailByMaranda.net.
Century 21 Solomon Properties - Check out a potential new house or let us sell yours. Stop by our office for a free Tybee Property List.
Coastal Fitness & Wellness - Ms. Edie Mercado, LMT NMT CPT focuses on Holistic Wellness. Offering healing Therapeutic Massage, Pilates on a
Reformer & customized nutritional counseling. Go online@www.MassageOnTybee.com or call for appointment.
• Caldwell's Cottage Boutique - Specializing in personalized monogrammed gifts and apparel. We also offer Embroidery for your custom business
logos and designs.
•
•
•
•
•

With so many unique shops and things to do, why are you still reading this? Get down to Tybee Corner!

Bringing Delicious,
Handcrafted ICEPOPS
from Savannah to Tybee!
912-499-4211

22 Amazing Flavors
named after Savannah’s
historic squares

Gallery & Gifts

912-777-9721

Commission Art & Custom Reclaimed Wood Furniture Available

THE
by Maranda

912-777-3980

Caldwell’s Cottage
Embroidery & Boutique

912-472-4645

912-224-8525

Introducing Biofeedback for stress & sleep deprivation
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Behind the Tape…
By Cpl. Richard Dascall

Hopefully this finds everyone enjoying their summer. I
personally am exhausted and ready for a nice quiet winter. But
enough of my whining. The fourth has come and gone and up
next we have Labor Day, which seems to be quickly
approaching. The beaches are packed and at high tide it seems
like its standing room only.
Over at the police department we’ve had lots of stuff going
on. Captain Fobes and Captain Hayes both recently graduated
from Columbus State University Command College. This is a
program that takes place over several years. At the completion,
graduates receive Master’s Degrees in Public Safety
Administration. It’s no small task to be working full time,
raising a family, then on top of that be enrolled in a graduate
program. All of us at the department are very proud of both of
them and what they’ve accomplished.
During the Fourth of July festivities, we saw somewhere in
the neighborhood of thirty arrests for what seems like
everything you could imagine. The crowds were huge, and with
them brought lots of traffic. We were fortunate this year though
that the usual backup we see leaving the island was relatively
short compared to past years. Everyone stayed busy throughout
the whole day. In the midst of everything going on, we had an
adult with special needs go missing on the beach for several
hours. On a normal day this is a difficult situation. Add in the
large crowds on the beach and the fact he had a twin brother
wearing the same thing as him, and it got even more
complicated. Luckily though, with a joint effort between Police,
Fire, and Ocean Rescue, the man was located fifteen blocks
from where he went missing.
Two things I would like to remind everyone of, Soloman Ave.,
near the Post Theatre, is a one way street. I know it’s an easy
way to get around the north end, but the people who live on
that road are concerned with the traffic on it. Also, if you’re
riding your bicycle, try to use 2nd Ave as opposed to Jones as
much as possible. 2nd has been designated as a bike path and
doesn't have the sort of traffic that Jones does. It’s much safer
for both the drivers and bicyclists.
Pretty soon school will be back in and things will start to
slow down around here again. I hope everyone is able to enjoy
the rest of their summer and always, if you need anything don’t
hesitate to contact the police department.

concert Calendar
8/5 Dan Cowan – Somewhere Called Now – Tybee Post
Theater
8/5 Fuel w/Marcy Playground/Dishwalla - The Stage on Bay
– Savannah
8/8 Michael Franti – Variety Playhouse – Atlanta
8/10 John Mayer – Lakewood Amphitheatre – Atlanta
8/11 Hypnotics & Crazy Man Crazy – Tybee Post Theater
8/16 Kane Brown – The Stage on Bay
8/18 David Olney – Tybee Post Theater
8/18 Donna the Buffalo w/ guest – The Stage on Bay –
Savannah
8/19 Tybee City Limits – Tybee Post Theater
8/19 Matchbox Twenty/Counting Crows – Daily’s Place –
Jacksonville
8/25 Cranford Hollow – Tybee Post Theater
8/31 Satisfaction: Rolling Stones Tribute – The Stage on Bay
9/8 Saving Abel w/ guest – The Stage on Bay – Savannah
9/15 Lonestar w/guest - The Stage on Bay
9/22 Jackyl w/guest - The Stage on Bay
9/30 The Weight Band – The Stage on Bay

Opportunity for non-smoking
& non-drinking Caregiver
to spend Friday & Saturday nights with lady
with health issues on Tybee.
Call

912-308-0063

10/7 Outlaws w/Scooter Brown Band – The Stage on Bay –
Savannah
10/8 Harry Stiles – Coca Cola Roxy Theater - Atlanta
10/14 The LACS – The Stage on Bay - Savannah
10/27 Corey Smith w/guest - The Stage on Bay
11/11 Ringo’s All Star Band – Fox Theatre – Atlanta

for info.

TYBEE BEACHCOMBER | AUG 2017

31

Free Estimates!
Reasonable Pricing
Locally Owned & Operated
Native of Wilmington Island 38yrs.
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TYBEE ISLAND
By Paul Cales

Continued from the July 2017 Beachcomber. Catch up @ http://tybeebeachcomber.com/magazine

Chapter 3 Sometimes Things Bite - Part I
Little Tybee is a small island just off the coast of its smaller brother
Tybee Island. It’s a nature preserve. There are no roads, no facilities,
and no buildings. To the East it borders the Atlantic Ocean. To the North
is Tybee Creek or, as the locals call it, The Back River. The Southern
side borders Wassaw Sound. To the West is just a lot of marsh lands.
Locals sneak over to Little Tybee to escape the tourists (and some of the
Tybidiots) and camp out for a few days. It isn’t the easiest of locations to
get to. The currents are extremely swift and the tides can rise as much as
9 feet or more 6 hours from dead low.
Day 1
Nate, Tony, and Becky are escaping for a few days to Little Tybee.
The spring break crowd is in town and they’re about done with the poor
tipping and obnoxious college kids. It’s time for an adventure away from
the main island. They set up camp and as the sun goes down Nate lights a
fire so they can cook their dinner.
“Come on guys. One of you has got to have a good ghost story,” Becky
says.
“It’s barely dark, we haven’t eaten yet, and I barely have a buzz.
Speaking of which, Nate, toss me that rum,” replies Tony.
“Seriously, you guys promised me a ghost story. NOT A ZOMBIE STORY,
Nate. It seems that’s all you talk about.”
“Well, yeah… Dude is a prepper. Remember that cruise ship that got
quarantined a few years ago? Well, Nate and I were on a cruise at the
same time and he started freaking out. I don’t know how many times I told
him Ebola doesn’t turn people into the walking dead.”
“Shut it Tony. You talk about zombies a lot too and I’m not the only one
with over 10K rounds of ammo and a bunch of guns.”
“The difference is I like guns and shooting them. You have 10 years’
worth of dehydrated food at your house. That’s a bit excessive, don’t ya
think?”
“No. Not really.”
“GHOST STORY!”
“Okay, okay, let me think,” Tony says. “Not a zombie story. Hmmm...
So, there’s a little boy about 6 years old. He’s lying in bed and he hears a
loud noise outside of his door. He’s scared. He slips under the covers and
pretends to be asleep while keeping one eye trained on the door. The door
swings open and there, in the doorway, is a large bloody figure holding his
dead parents. He sees the large figure write something on the wall in his
parents’ blood. He squints, but can’t make out what the words say. Then
the large figure gets on his hands and knees and slithers under his bed.
He can hear the thing breathing and gurgling ALL…NIGHT…LONG… Just
as the sun creeps above the horizon, he can just barely make out what’s
written on the wall.”
“What’s it say? What’s it say?”
“Come in closer guys. Closer…” Then Tony whispers, “I know you’re

awake.”
Just then a scream was heard from a neighboring camp site. The
three jump up from their camp fire and run over to where Crabber Brian,
Jesus Jay, Carrie, and Marissa are camping. Jesus Jay and Brian are
carrying Marissa from the water’s edge back to their camp. “What the hell
happened?”
“Marissa was wading in the water, playing with the bioluminescent
plankton, and something attacked her,” Brian replied.
“Wait, the glow bugs aren’t supposed to be here for another month or
so,” says Nate. “That’s pretty bad. Looks like a small shark got her.” He
and Tony immediately look at each other and at the same time say, “Pier
incident!”
“Shut up guys. Now’s not the time for a zombie story either. Someone
help stop that bleeding,” Becky says.
Marissa screams in agony again, “AAAHHHHH! It burns, oh Jesus it
hurts!”
“I know it hurts hun, just hold on,” chimes Jesus Jay.
“I WASN’T TALKING TO YOU!!!” she shouts back, clearly not appreciating
the joke. There is a hunk of flesh missing from the back of her arm just
above the elbow and it is bleeding pretty badly. Jesus Jay takes his t-shirt
off and tightly wraps it around her arm.
“We’ve got to get her to the hospital. Is your boat in the water Tony?”
Jesus Jay asks.
“Nah man. It’s been beached for an hour or two.”
“Mine too.”
“We can probably lift yours up and drag it into the water. Tony’s boat is
too heavy,” Nate says.
“Alright, Carrie and Becky, stay with her while we get the boat in the
water. We’re taking you back to Alley 3. Can one of you call an ambulance
to meet us there?” says Brian.
“Sure thing. I’m on it,” replies Carrie.
The boys use everything they’ve got to get the boat in the water. “Bring
her over here girls. We’re good to launch,” Brian shouts. Brian and Jay
make quick work of getting to Alley 3. The ambulance was there waiting
and swept her away.
“Should Brian be driving the boat, he’s drunk?” Becky asks.
“Have you ever seen him drive a boat sober? It’s probably for the best,”
says Tony.
It took them about a half hour to make it back to Little Tybee. “Dude. By
the time we got her there she took a turn for the worse. I don’t understand
it. It was a bad injury, but not bad enough to make her go into convulsions
like that. God, I hope she’s alright.”
“She’s probably in shock. I’ve seen traumatic injuries affect people
differently when I was in the Army. Shock can be a bitch,” Tony says.
“Well… anyone down for a shot of rum?”
In unison, the entire group says “Damn right!”
To be continued…
TYBEE BEACHCOMBER | AUG 2017

33

By Joy Davis

Welcome to the boiling point of our year, when the ocean hits an itchy
bathwater temperature, tastes like sunscreen and crowds line up at the
lifeguard stand to get sprayed for jellyfish stings. The sweaty south is no
place for a weenie in the summertime.
The swells in our water have been small, illusive, and on shore, but
we have the ocean and a shadow of a wave, so it is still good and fun.
Surfing in the summer here consists of jumping and weaving and rolling
and flapping around heads, floaties and beer-handed human obstacles.
The shallow, coastal waters of Tybee pose some unique challenges
for our surfing population in the summer time. The crowd in the midsummer gets pretty thick, the surfers and the swimmers have to learn to
share the waves, and we all know that a frothy surfer will accept almost
any obstacle to drop in on a good wave. This requires a few extra skills
when paddling out to catch some swell.
Surfers here have acquired extra sensitive swimmer radar, like the
sonar on a submarine. A 360 degree duty to keep track of the swimmer,
whom is either right in the line of the wave or can be skirted successfully
by, this always feels like a tantalizing game of timing and control.

Surfing in a crowd is great practice in assessing one’s surroundings,
while also boosting ones maneuverability skills 10x faster with living
obstacles. The radical sharing of wave space on this small shore break
keeps us all paying close attention; if not, it can result in some colossal
collisions, board bumping, leash entanglements, and fin strikes. Sounds
eerily similar to many a marine mammal stranding. This is mostly
avoidable, however, because the summer surf crowd is always a good
representation of Tybee Island’s community.
The kids are out of school and able to make any wave ridable on
their well anticipated surf break. They are seasoned weavers, finding
holes and alley ways, cutting through crowds. Their energy and growth
every year is a force to be reckoned with in the water. The community
and break here has been a nurturing ground for some amazing water
athletes, and the sharing aspect of wave riding is a huge part of that. The
will to let a wave go for another is a great lesson to be exposed to. But
the best sessions are when the right tide hits super early in the morning
and the swell is clean and clear of beach goers. These times are when
the surf community comes together, waves a good wave morning and
enjoys an entanglement free session with no worries of having to keep
track of the other water lovers in the swell.
If you see a board zooming towards you, stay put or take a breath
and dunk in deep to avoid a 6” fin and long leash skimming through the
water. If you don’t want to risk it, take note of where people are surfing
and steer clear. Surfers are looking out for swimmers and are not trying
to scalp anybody, but sometimes their radar glitches and they don’t see
ya.
The most important lesson is to share, because none of us own the
waves, we are all out there to enjoy them. So keep an eye out for your
fellow water lover and keep in mind that The Ocean shares with all of
us, the best we can do is enjoy together and respect the opportunity to
be in the water.
Run into you in the water!

Only Timeshare on the Coast of Georgia

Located Behind the Pier & Pavillion
Amenities
Playground • Picnic Area • Fitness Room
Heated Swimming Pool • Clubhouse

All Condos Include
Ocean Side with Amazing Views
2 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms • Full Kitchen
Washer Dryer

Own a Timeshare at the Beach Today!
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One 15th Street, P.O. Box 2966 Tybee Island, GA 31328
912-447- 5080 Tybrisa.com

Main Street Musings
Chantel Morton, Program Staff Director

Really?!?!? It’s August already?!?!? Well, that means that we’re all trying to
get the last-of-summer activities and sunbathing trips to the beach in before
school resumes. Your enjoyment of living and/or working at and visiting Tybee
need not be delayed even with the GA DOT paving project underway and speed
limits in school zones in effect again. There are still plenty of activities to enjoy
in August as school, sports, cooler temps, and other commitments take over!
As the traffic – both vehicular and pedestrian – subsides a little, the
calendar increases with plenty of ways to enjoy this sweet town. Visiting with
neighbors, prepping the garden for fall plantings, getting your fav seat at one of
our fab restaurants, making your way by bike to the dentist, Farmers’ Market,
Post Theater and/or galleries seems easier when school is back in session.
Plus, even relaxing at one of Tybee’s parks seems more enjoyable. Relaxing at
Memorial Park on August 19 will definitely be enjoyable when the moon rises
for the finale of the 2017 summer series of Movies in the Park.
That’s right! As the sun goes down and the moon begins to shine on
Saturday, August 19, Lost & Found will be shown on the “big” inflatable
screen for all to enjoy. So, pack a picnic, grab a blanket and some beach
chairs, and find your spot at Memorial Park to get lost in the movie (Did you
see how that worked?). The movie will begin once the sun sets and the stars in
the sky shine enough to let the stars be seen on the screen that will be in front
of the Gym wall. Keep in mind that if there is inclement weather, the movie will
be moved indoors to the gym.

Lost & Found, rated PG, has been said to be reminiscent of the Hardy Boys
mixed with National Treasure. The movie is a heartfelt adventure as two
brothers are sent to spend the summer on a remote island and embark on a
thrilling treasure hunt to restore their family’s lost fortune. You’ll be kept on
the edge of your chair – or blanket – as you witness family values, dreams,
greed, companionship, and love as the search takes place. Inspiration will stay

Tybee's Only True Beachfront Restaurant & Bar!
Sip a margarita at our
Crusty Seagull Margarita Bar while
sampling our "worldly street food menu".

404 Butler Avenue
(Inside the Beachside Colony)
Tybee Island, Ga.
912-712-2750 ext 2

with you as the evening comes to an end; perfect for the finale of this season’s
series of Movies in the Park.
As a reminder, for those of you that might not be familiar, Memorial Park is
centrally located behind city hall and features lush grass, a covered playground,
and picnic pavilion. The location, with easy access to the bike route, makes
this historic park one of our easiest accessible spots to relax. Plus, the park
lighting provides enough illumination to facilitate navigating the area without
negatively affecting the movie’s visibility when it starts when the sky
darkens enough. Parking is available on Butler and in the park’s parking
lot, which can be accessed from Jones Avenue.
For more information about the Tybee Island Development Authority
/ Main Street Program, upcoming city approved special events, “Doorto-Door News”, Business/Community Matters, and Historic Preservation
Spotlights, sign up for the monthly Main Street E-News by visiting www.
tybeeislandmainstreet.com. The Tybee Island
Main Street FB page is updated on a regular basis as
well. We invite you to like it.
As always, feel free to contact members of the Development Authority/
Main Street Board of Directors (pictured below: Sarah Bernzott, Marianne
Bramble, Angela Caldwell, Vicki Hammons, Diane Kaufman, Steve Kellam,
Julie Livingston, Ted Lynch, Melissa Memory, Kelly Swope, Melissa
Turner) or me with suggestions and/or concerns re: economic vitality and
preservation. Take time to enjoy “Tybee time” and remember why those
of us who live and work here are “lucky enough” and those who visit love
returning.
See you around town!
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There are stunning seashells that are easier to spot, almost screaming
at you—scallops tinged pink, tiny whelks, and angel wings fragile as a
sand sculpture—but you aren’t looking for those. You want to find the
things that are hiding, camouflaged among the debris of the ocean.

Shark Teeth and Other Treasure
You get up with the sun, because it’s the only time of day you get to
have the beach to yourself in the summer. Dress comfy, clothes meant
for bending and meandering, following the edge of the sea. You drive all
the way to the very end of the North Beach parking lot and give a nod
to the lighthouse before heading over the sand dunes to the beach. Be
sure to keep your shadow behind you as you walk the high tide line. It’s
easier that way.

When the people start coming, and the Bluetooth stereos start singing,
and the kids start building their sand castles along your hunting ground,
you know it is time to go. You have a small harvest from your search, not
even filling the palm of your hand, but every one of them gives you such
a thrill to hold, to run your fingers around and wonder about its story,
that it doesn’t feel small. It feels like treasure. And you realize, slowly,
that it is the hunt, the looking, that is the greatest treasure you found at
the ocean’s edge.

You search for a shape—triangle, glinting black, shinier than anything
else around it, flashing in the light of the sun. Mainly what you find are
black shells broken into triangle shapes. You bend, pick them up, know
at once you’ve made a mistake, and toss them to the side instead. But
sometimes you find what you’re looking for—smooth as marble, eons
old—a shark’s tooth.
Finding one drives you to find another. Time stretches between each find,
but now you know they’re there, so you don’t mind the wait. There are
more remaining. Your back aches and the sun is rising higher, heating
you a bit much. Sand gnats find your skin and the warm blood beneath,
but you search on.

Real Estate Video/Photography
• Interior Walk Through Video
• Business Spotlight Video/Photography
• Special Event Video/Photography
• Aerial Family Portraits
• In House Video Editing
• Construction Site Video/Photography
• Large Property/ Farm Aerial Survey
• Serving GA, SC, NC, FL, AL, TN
• FAA Licensed Remote Pilot
• General Liability Insurance
•

William Harrell
Mobile: 912-414-8418
Email: harrell609@gmail.com
177 Laurel Street
Richmond Hill, GA 31124

RIVERRAT PRODUCTIONS
36

TYBEE BEACHCOMBER | AUG 2017

2

8

1

7

9

1. Zachary Sessoms at Waikiki Beach, Hawaii
2. Random Stranger in Aruba. Submitted by Ross Koscic
3. Baker Girls Yearly Call to Clan - Punta Cana, Dominican Republic
4. Sherry Abruzzio & Friends during the Goin for Koen benefit at
Lagunitas Brewery, Chicago.

4

6

5

5. John Zopf in Colorado
6. Ryan Abbuhl - Tybee Youth Council DC trip
7. The ladies from Rockaway Beach, New York enjoying Tybee Island
8. Jen Drazek – The Bight at Norman Island, BVI
9. Mike Mauger, Clearwater, Fl. Hit by a car. Never should have left Tybee

3
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From the

River’s End...
By Woody Hemphill

If the calendar year had a purgatory, it would be August. . . This month
holds the unceremonious rite of passage each summer that includes
the metaphorical wringing of our hands of the heat & humidity, prior to
autumnal cooling. Some wisenheimer once cracked that all good things
must come to an end, but when your t-shirt becomes an outtake of
SpongeBob Square Pants, one tends to see the departure of summer as a
much-needed respite.
Each year in August, gazes of trepidation abound over the Atlantic by
those spending time on Tybee, or another comparable coastal, subtropical
locale that shares proximity to exposure from westward storms arriving
from the Caribbean. Inevitably, we find ourselves at the conclusion of
another season of accommodating thousands of our closest friends over
the last 5-6 months, only to find a gathering storm approaching. Like
tax shelters and casino boat operations, hurricanes originate offshore, in
international waters, are void of any foreign sovereignty, do not comply
with rules, adhere to signage, City ordinances, and leave more trash than
actual tourists. If not for precipitation and destruction, these attributes may
be deemed favorable to our current administration.
Hurricanes are storms with an uncanny manner of unpredictability, which is
why at one time the male-dominated meteorology industrialists would only
make these weather systems identifiable by naming them after women. It’s
unclear if this was due to these guys having issues with women’s liberation,
or if they just knew plenty of actual women, but for what it’s worth, I’ll let
the reader decide (as this isn’t an advocacy publication). Nevertheless, for
all of our notoriety regarding southern hospitality - we don’t take kindly to
hurricanes coming ashore unlike the rolling caravans of minivans, RVs, and
‘rolling Craft Services wagons’ that bring family conquistadors ashore from
the rear of our island throughout the year. Whereas, the welcomed parade
of ‘family-trucksters,’ and ‘weekend warriors’ that bring an influx of good
tidings in pursuit of creating lasting memories – these storms have other
ideas.
Nevertheless, if you find yourself staring down the barrel of one of
these culprit hurricanes, whether named for a lady, man, your spouse, or a
name derived from a culture you had no knowledge of existence … know
that hurricanes mean business. As any local will tell you, our little island
paradise came into this understanding firsthand, almost a year ago – and
we’d prefer to keep ourselves, our loved ones, and our livelihoods intact
(on most days). One interesting takeaway heard from many who found
themselves camped/visiting, working, and living on Tybee during Matthew
Mayhem was the perspective found with one’s loved ones circled close,
waiting out the storm together, and arriving anew back on the island to
rebuild something worthwhile.
In the aftermath of the storm, another interesting dynamic developed
that should also be noted, understood, respected, and cherished. While
we enjoy marching to the beat of our own drummer, as a community we
have gained the respect of the other music-makers that share our island.
There’s really no amount of money, work, or service that can substitute for
a population that knows and respects itself!
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Science tells us that all lifeforms must evolve, or perish. Yet, this takes
time and if there is one thing that the folks on Tybee understand it’s that
land is at a premium, and that ‘time’ stopped production long ago - so
we’ve all got what we’ve all got. Hence, the art of making the most from
both of these becomes a paramount priority … and as agreed upon by
even our harshest critics, Tybee makes this an art form!

Generosity for
George Hassell Benefit
One of our dear Tybee friends,
George Hassell, is going through
a very rough time. Currently
in ICU at Memorial Hospital
recovering from a partial leg
amputation, George has a
long road ahead of him with
physical therapy and paying
for treatments, prosthesis and
other medical bills.
Doc’s Bar is hosting a
Generosity for George benefit
on Saturday, August 12th at 4:00pm. Along with a 50/50 raffle and raffles
for Baskets of Cheer, Jason Courtenay will be playing. Please come by
and show your support for one of our own.

Things for KIDS to DO
By Summer B. Gone

Well kids, I am not sure where this summer went, but it is almost over! Remember the good old days
when you went back to school the day after Labor Day? Probably not, but here we are and the good
news is that there are still good times to be had!

...............

• An absolute must see before the final days of official summer pass us by is the Tybee Island
Lighthouse. A mere 178 steps up to the finest view in all of the land! You have to walk 178 steps back
down, but it’s good exercise and the view is worth it! The Lighthouse also offers a great little gift shop
for any memorabilia you may want to pick up to remember your visit. While you are there, check out
the History Museum. Don’t forget the Lighthouse is closed on Tuesdays!!

...............

• The Tybee Island Library is always a good time and they are featuring Family Game Night on
Tuesday, August 1st at 5:30pm. Game night is for all ages and features a variety of board games. It is
possible to have fun with the entire family without a cocktail. The Library is also offering Beginner’s
Chess and Dungeon’s & Dragons, which is a lot of fun and a terrific opportunity to meet new people.
Go to liveoakpl.org/branch/tybee/ for dates and times.

...............

• The Marine Science Center located right in front of the Pier is a necessity. It is not only fun
checking out the sea creatures that live in our waters, but it is informative as well. Check out their
Facebook page for more information about what they have planned this month.

...............

Well parents, I am out of room! If none of the above fits into your schedule, be sure to check out what
is going on at our local YMCA, the Tybee Post Theater and the Tybee Arts Association!

...............

Have a great end to the summer kids!! Remember, there is more to Tybee than just the beach!!
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Cross Word

ACROSS

1 Surfer Girl says surfers have to watch out
for these objects
6 Find these teeth on the beach
7 This shrimp is not native to Tybee
9 Painful stingers in our water this time of
the year
12 Starts back this month for the kiddies
13 Fish known for jumping into boats
15 Eighth month
16 Bartender of the Month
17 Bizz Buzz subject
20 The _____________ pull of the 40's
22 _______ Gone Bad (Bar Chronicles)
23 Beach Bum offers advice on this
24 ___ ____ of summer (2 wds.)
DOWN

2 Victim in this month's Zombie story
3 Friends don't let friends eat ________
shrimp
4 These storms are void of any foreign
sovereignty
5 Into the _____ (Book Review)
8 Breezy hates having to do this while
driving
10 Faux Food Spy went here
11 Movie in the Park (3 wds)
14 Dip in Foodie Finds
15 Traveling Beachcomber winner went here
18 Featured writer in Writer's Block
19 Doc's Bar is having a fundraiser for him
21 Shrimp - A Tybee ____
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TYBEE

GOLF CARTS
CANM
E
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E
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A
M
T!

FAS

TYBE
READ E
Y!

801 1st Street
TybeeGolfCarts.com

912-226-9676

Join Us for the Best
Sunset on Tybee Island!

See Menu and our LIVE WEBCAM at AJsDocksideTybee.com

Lunch: 7 days a week 11am - 5pm
Dinner: 7 days a week 5-10pm
1315 Chatham Ave. | 912-786-9533

Live Entertainment with Joey Manning
Friday, Saturday & Sunday nights
Like Us on Facebook to see Daily Specials and our amazing Sunsets.

