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ALL YOU CAN EAT OYSTER ROAST

Starting Sunday Oct. 18th (12 - 3pm) $19.00 per person Raw or Steamed

• Bernie’s Mason Jar Bloody Mary
• 7 Draft Taps to choose from
• Home of the “Pop Rock Jello Shots”
• Drink Specials / Daily Specials
• Happy Hour Mon. - Thurs. 4-7pm
• Outdoor Patio, Billiards & 65” HD TV
• Pet Friendly

13 Tybrisa Street | Tybee Island | 912-786-5100
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912Digits
Area Code

Emergency- Police, Fire, Medical..........................911
Police NON-Emergency........................................786-5600
Fire NON-Emergency...........................................472-5062
Ocean Rescue.....................................................786-9873
City Hall..............................................................786-4573
Library................................................................786-7733
Parking Services..................................................472-5101
Post Office..........................................................786-9632
River’s End Campground......................................786-5518
Visitor’s Center/Chamber.....................................786-5444
YMCA..................................................................786-9622

American Legion Post #154.................................786-5356
Tybee Island Lighthouse.......................................786-4077
Marine Science Center.........................................786-5917
Post Theater........................................................663-1099
Dizzy Dean’s Liquor, Beer & Wine.........................786-4500
XYZ Liquors.........................................................786-4822
Boogie Scooter Rental..........................................472-4266
Fat Tire Bikes......................................................786-4013
Tim’s Bike & Beach Gear......................................786-8467
Burke’s Beach Rentals, Inc...................................547-8145
Shuttle Services
Tybee Turtle Transit........................................ 361-TURTLES
Breezy Riders......................................................665-9988
Lou Ann’s Beach Buggy........................................661-5819
Island Hoppers....................................................656-0805
Island’s Taxi.........................................................786-8688
Savannah Shuttle Service.............................866-543-6744
Tybee Shuttle...............................................443-856-8046

Tybee Map
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EDITOR
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Happy
Holidays and well wishes to all this December!
I hope everyone has a great month regardless of your religion, mood,
family, virtue or morals. We are blessed to be here! Treasure your
blessings. You are alive. You live on Tybee. What else could there
possibly be?
Island’s Guide for fun!

Publishers
Rick Flynn & Alaina Loughridge

It has been a terrific year (although with its various ups and downs) and
we at the Beachcomber Family would like to say a huge “THANK YOU”
to all of our supporters and well wishers! Our family cannot do what we
do without y’all!

Layout & Design
Rick Flynn
Layout Editor
Margie McLellan
Social Media
Betsey Jenkins
Advertising & Sales
Alaina Loughridge
Mike Manitta

I do want to encourage everyone to ‘shop local’ this holiday season.
Tybee shops have great gifts to offer to everyone and it’s important that
we all support each other. You can find something for everyone on your
list on Tybee!!! (My personal treasure trove is Dizzy Dean’s!)
So enjoy the holidays, the weather, your friends, family, and the island. I
hear there is a huge body of water to the east that is really awesome!!!
See you there with a big smile, drinking a martini and your toes in!

Contact Us
Yearly Subscriptions Available
FaceBook: Tybee Beachcomber
Email: info@tybeebeachcomber.com
P.O. Box 58
Tybee Island, GA 31328
Phone: 912-675-5261
Website: tybeebeachcomber.com
The writers and advertisers all have various opinions that do not
neccessarily represent those of Tybee Beachcomber LLC.
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Holidays on

Island
By Micheal Elliot

The Holidays on an island are different from the mainland
traditional expressions, regardless if it’s Christmas, the Jewish
Festival of Lights, Ramadan, Kwanzaa or nothing at all...
YOU WILL NOTICE December is different on Tybee than anywhere
else in the world!
Sure all the traditional stuff is here! The Baptists, Catholics,
Episcopalians and Methodists have everything you’d expect under
their Steeples...cantatas, special services, nice decorations, manger
scenes and cute sayings on the signs in front of their buildings such
as “Christmas! Because it’s easier to spell than Hanukkah!”...and
“Santa Claus never died for anyone!”
Jewish Islanders and Kwanzaa celebrants stay inside their own
houses, preferring to keep their celebrations of faith quiet and
personal.
The Ramadan celebration is closely monitored by the Tybee Island
Police Department.
The City Of Tybee hosts a Christmas Parade (Jews, Blacks,
Muslims and Atheists are welcome) because the island has a parade
for everything! The Parade ends with the lighting of a decorated
bush at the Roundabout at the end of Tybrisa Street. No one knows
why there’s a decorated bush instead of a tree but...it is what it is!
Following the lighting of the Christmas Bush, there’s a street party
with live music, face painting, choir singing, bar hopping, oyster
slurping, children dancing, hot chocolate and Hottie Totties. It’s a
great kickoff to the month of celebrations!
BUT...there are a few things completely outshining the
orchestrated celebrations.
Every year someone...no one knows who...plants a dead tree on
the beach in front of the ocean. Deep in the sand, it stands upright
and tall against the Ocean wind and salt spray. People make their
way out of their homes...regardless of religious beliefs, economic
status, race or political persuasion...and decorate the dead tree!
It’s an amazing thing to see and participate in!
Another peculiar celebratory aspect of the Holidays on island is
virtually every bar is open to host a Christmas dinner for regulars,
visitors, and those with no place to go. It’s a covered dish with an
open bar, live music and gifts. It’s not about making money, but it is
about making certain nobody has to be alone on Christmas!
Bar Church...yep...Church in a Bar...Benny’s at 10ish (Island
Standard Time) on Sundays...has an annual Holiday concert for the
inmates at the Oceanside Nursing Home. Its rock-and-roll infused
Christmas Carols complete with dancing and cake! If you’ve never
seen the dead come back to life, the Bar Church Holiday Nursing
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Home concert is definitely your chance!
But if you’re lucky and keep your wits about you, stroll down to
the beach near the Pier on Christmas morning and every year there’s
a man dressed in a kilt, facing the ocean, blowing into bagpipes,
playing “Amazing Grace” to God or God-knows-who but...it leaves
you completely thankful at the Holiness of simply being on Tybee
during “THE SEASON.”
More fascinating are the other annual celebrations of the Holidays
and faith on Tybee.
Happy Holidays and Joyful Beach Time to Everyone from us
Beachcombers.
Get out in the sand and enjoy a White Christmas like we do!

Catie’s Confections
Too Good to be Good for You!

Cakes, Cupcakes, Birthday Parties, Cookies & More!

“Let Catie’s Confections Come to You”

WE DELIVER

304-216-5776

Bizz Buzz
Swizzle & Shake
By Alaina Loughridge

I LOVE this shop!!!! It offers a variety of items for anyone
that enjoys the fine art of alcohol! Woohoo! What is not to like?
Started five months ago by Kathy Black-Dennis, Swizzle and
Shake was always meant to be. Kathy and her husband, Gary,
have owned property on Tybee for the last 14 years. Working
hard and going back and forth from here to Louisville, KY to
Washington, D.C. got to be too much. It was time and they were
ready. Kathy had an idea: “I always liked to collect cocktail
shakers,” and enjoyed vintage bar ware. Why not? Let’s settle in
to where we were always meant to be and begin our lives again.
Swizzle and Shake has everything for cocktailing, bartending,
entertaining and giggles. When I was there I saw this little box
that says “Trust me, you can dance – Vodka.” Oh gotta have that!
Great holiday gift ideas for anyone that enjoys a drink – from a
$3 flip flop opener to a $2,000 Tiffany shaker from the 1930’s (so
cool!!). There are also bartender tools, cheeseboards, wine bottle
holders, books (on booze of course), trays, flasks, oh my! Modern
to vintage items are available for any lover of alcohol, with quality

bartending items for people that enjoy the fine art of entertaining.
You have got to check out this store! Located at The Shops of
Tybee Oaks (i.e., across from Poos), Swizzle and Shake is open
from 11 – 5 on Monday and Thursday through Sunday. Christmas
shipping is available. Go SHOP LOCAL!!!
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December 2015 Tide Chart
Date

Day

High Tide

High Tide

1

Tu

12:01p

7.2

Sunrise

Sunset

Moonrise

Moonset

5:49a

2

We

12:39a

6.5

12:52p

3

Th

1:31a

6.4

1:43p

4

Fr

2:22a

6.4

5

Sa

3:13a

6

Su

4:04a

7

Mo

8

Low Tide
0.6

6:22p

Low Tide
0.8

7:06a

5:19p

11:09p

11:42a

6.9

6:41a

1.0

7:12p

1.1

7:07a

5:19p

6.6

7:37a

1.3

8:04p

1.2

7:08a

5:19p

12:03a

12:52p

2:33p

6.5

8:36a

1.4

8:57p

1.1

7:09a

5:19p

12:55a

1:25p

6.6

3:23p

6.5

9:34a

1.3

9:48p

1.0

7:09a

5:19p

1:47a

1:57p

6.7

4:13p

6.5

10:27a

1.1

10:35p

0.8

7:10a

5:19p

2:40a

2:30p

4:53a

7.0

5:03p

6.5

11:16a

0.9

11:20p

0.5

7:11a

5:19p

3:32a

3:05p

Tu

5:41a

7.2

5:50p

6.6

12:02p

0.6

7:12a

5:19p

4:26a

3:42p

9

We

6:25a

7.4

6:35p

6.7

12:04a

0.3

12:47p

0.4

7:12a

5:19p

5:20a

4:22p

10

Th

7:06a

7.6

7:16p

6.8

12:48a

0.1

1:31p

0.2

7:13a

5:19p

6:15a

5:07p

11

Fr

7:45a

7.7

7:56p

6.8

1:31a

0.0

2:14p

0.0

7:14a

5:20p

7:10a

5:56p

12

Sa

8:23a

7.8

8:36p

6.8

2:13a

-0.2

2:56p

-0.1

7:15a

5:20p

8:03a

6:49p

13

Su

9:02a

7.8

9:17p

6.8

2:56a

-0.2

3:39p

-0.2

7:15a

5:20p

8:54a

7:46p

14

Mo

9:44a

7.7

10:03p

6.8

3:40a

-0.2

4:22p

-0.2

7:16a

5:20p

9:43a

8:46p

15

Tu

10:31a

7.6

10:54p

6.8

4:26a

-0.1

5:08p

-0.2

7:17a

5:21p

10:28a

9:47p

16

We

11:24a

7.4

11:51p

6.9

5:15a

0.0

5:57p

-0.2

7:17a

5:21p

11:10a

10:49p

17

Th

12:22p

7.2

6:09a

0.2

6:51p

-0.1

7:18a

5:21p

11:51a

11:52p

18

Fr

12:51a

7.0

1:21p

7.1

7:10a

0.3

7:49p

-0.2

7:18a

5:22p

12:31p

19

Sa

1:51a

7.2

2:21p

7.0

8:18a

0.4

8:51p

-0.3

7:19a

5:22p

1:10p

12:56a

20

Su

2:52a

7.4

3:22p

7.0

9:27a

0.3

9:52p

-0.5

7:19a

5:23p

1:51p

2:00a

21

Mo

3:53a

7.7

4:23p

7.0

10:32a

0.0

10:50p

-0.8

7:20a

5:23p

2:35p

3:04a

22

Tu

4:54a

7.9

5:22p

7.1

11:32a

-0.2

11:46p

-1.0

7:21a

5:24p

3:22p

4:09a

23

We

5:51a

8.2

6:19p

7.1

12:28p

-0.4

7:21a

5:24p

4:12p

5:13a

24

Th

6:45a

8.3

7:11p

7.2

12:39a

-1.1

1:21p

-0.6

7:21a

5:25p

5:06p

6:15a

25

Fr

7:35a

8.3

8:01p

7.1

1:30a

-1.1

2:10p

-0.6

7:22a

5:25p

6:03p

7:13a

26

Sa

8:22a

8.2

8:48p

7.0

2:19a

-1.0

2:57p

-0.6

7:22a

5:26p

7:01p

8:06a

27

Su

9:07a

8.0

9:34p

6.8

3:06a

-0.8

3:40p

-0.4

7:23a

5:27p

7:59p

8:54a

28

Mo

9:51a

7.6

10:21p

6.6

3:50a

-0.5

4:21p

-0.2

7:23a

5:27p

8:56p

9:36a

29

Tu

10:36a

7.2

11:09p

6.4

4:33a

-0.1

5:01p

0.1

7:23a

5:28p

9:51p

10:15a

30

We

11:22a

6.9

11:57p

6.2

5:16a

0.3

5:41p

0.4

7:24a

5:29p

10:45p

10:51a

31

Th

12:10p

6.5

6:01a

0.7

6:22p

0.7

7:24a

5:29p

11:38p

11:24a

Phase

12:18p
3rd

New

1st

Full

BE

DE

H
AC SI

COLONY.COM

Tybee Island's
Only Ocean
Front Resort!
Located directly on the
stunning Atlantic Ocean
and in the heart of
beautiful Tybee Island.
We offer upscale 1, 2, and
three bedroom
condominiums, many
ocean front. Our property
features three swimming
pools open year round
and Marlin Monroe's
Surfside Grill.

1-800-786-0770
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By Patrick Sauers

Happy Holidays!! I hope that everyone enjoyed his or her time
with America’s most beloved bird; perhaps you even got to celebrate
the Detroit Lion’s victory. If you did then I lost money, because Matthew
Stafford doesn’t have my trust. Presents, lights, Christmas trees and
NSYNC’s Home for Christmas are just a few of the many things that I
love during this holiday season, but it just doesn’t compare to the most
magical time of the year. Bowl season!
Bowl season is the time of the year that allows people looking for
an excuse to watch football every day to have one. If you need a work
excuse, you can always chalk up your bowl game viewing as corporate
research due to the creative sponsorships of all of the bowl games.
Honestly, have you actually checked out some of the companies that are
sponsoring bowl games? Some of the few that really stand out to me
are the Royal Purple Las Vegas Bowl, the Gildan New Mexico Bowl and
the TaxSlayer Bowl. Just to bring you up to speed these three bowls are
advertising a synthetic oil company, a Canadian active wear brand and
online tax preparation software.
It seems like this is the way of the future. Televised sports have
always been about money, but it seems like in the past the advertisers
were a little bit more obscure than the way they are laid out in today’s
culture. Or maybe it is because years ago the companies advertising
were relevant to the sporting event that was on national television. I
mean, to me nothing screams out of place like a Canadian active wear
company buying up advertisement space for one of America’s favorite
items to watch. Sure, there is Canadian football, but it in no way can
be represented in the same setting. Canadian football is terrible. They
have the goal posts placed on the goal line which leads to some classic
bloopers, but that still doesn’t give it any street cred in the good ol’
states.
Bowl season gives us a reason to fill out bowl pools at the office or
with friends and family. It gives us another reason to talk trash to one
another about which team is a better one-loss team, and thanks to the
level of corporate sponsorship, it will remind me of such things as getting
my taxes together for the 2016 tax season, eat at Chick-fil-a (which is
never a problem for me) and preach cacti awareness. I’m not really sure
what the exact sponsorship of the Cactus Bowl in Phoenix, Arizona is
technically about; so if I had to venture a guess, I would say that it is to
promote how cacti can spice up your kitchen window or office by adding
an element of Southwestern America. Quite frankly, bowl season is set up
in perfect conglomeration with the holiday season to subliminally tell us
to spend money. It’s the perfect storm of advertising that can relate to the
masses.
The bowl season is constantly being blasted throughout restaurants,
bars, our homes and even our offices with the advent of apps such as
Watch ESPN. Commercials are shown throughout an entire 3.5 hour
sporting event that on average has 11 minutes of actual football and an
average of 63 minutes of commercials. For corporate sponsors, bowl
season is gold season. In my quick draw mentality to say that it is all

about money, I like to have the fantasy that maybe some bowl sponsors
are doing it to promote a party. My example for this is the Popeyes
Bahamas Bowl and it’s just what it sounds like. A football game in the
Bahamas sponsored by Popeyes, an establishment that serves delicious
chicken. If by some chance there happened to be a bucket of fried
chicken under each seat then this would be my mind’s representation of
heaven unless you’re a Vegan that hates sports.
Bowl games are just one example of how the corporate world ties in
with sports. Looking back in my life I can think of several advertising
campaigns that have been an astronomical success that revolve around
sports and particularly athletes. Michael Jordan helped turn Nike into an
international icon. Kids and grown-ups still wait in line for days to get
the new edition of Air Jordans which raises an entirely different set of
questions, mainly as to why those in line have never heard of the Internet
and the phenomenon of pre-ordering. Danica Patrick boosted Go-Daddy.
com’s traffic due to the risqué ad campaigns that the web domain
company would run. Finally, who could forget the electric fat eliminating
grill that used legendary boxer, George Foreman, as their endorsing
candidate. I used one of these grills for years while in college, and I even
know a few restaurants that keep one handy for grilling emergencies.
Advertising with the help of sporting events and athletes isn’t going
anywhere.
Now that I have helped out corporate America by blasting these
products and messages into your minds, go out and enjoy the holiday
season, watch lots of football and always use the Internet to avoid
becoming a casualty of war in the holiday rush. If you happen to
find yourself wondering why the hell Franklin American Mortgage is
sponsoring a bowl game during the season, then perhaps you should
think about refinancing your home, because that is the only reason they
are putting their name out there.

Tybee Island Bucket List
• Lights On For Tybee Celebration
• Tybee Christmas Parade
• New Year’s Eve Fireworks
• Walk the beach
• Collect seashells and shark teeth
• Visit the Tybee Island Lighthouse and Fort Screven
• Watch a sunrise or sunset on the beach
• Go on a dolphin tour
• Visit Fort Pulaski
• Go Fishing!!! (deep sea fishing, surf fishing, pier fishing)
• Take a golf cart tour
• Visit the Marine Science Center
• Ride the bike path
• Go surfing, boogie boarding, paddle boarding
• Rent a kayak (and use it)
• Go shopping in our many unique shops
• Check out our great restaurants and bars
• Enjoy people watching (we have a lot of characters here)
• Relax!!
• Remember to leave only your footprints
TYBEE BEACHCOMBER | DEC 2015
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Tybee says Goodbye to a King
By Julia Pearce, Village Observer

His Royal Highness James O. Muruako has transitioned to the Holy Father. He was
King of Owerrie, Nigeria, which was made Tybee’s sister city in 2003 by Tybee Island City Council. King
Muruako’s first visit here was in 2004; he visited three times to Tybee Island and Savannah. The villagers
of Tybee showed him much love. He spoke and gave blessing to the Tybee community.
He was impressed by Tybee city council meetings where the people could get up and speak without fear
of reprisal. He loved the Tybee Pier, people and parties. Space will not allow me to share all the people and
places King Muruako touched while here.
The king joins his love of 60+ years in the hereafter - Queen Muruako passed away 3 years ago; her
death broke his heart.
King Muruako was a great man, diplomatic motivator and a man full of love for humanity.
Join me as we send our condolences to the Muruako Family - Children, Princess Regina, Princess
Margaret, Prince Charles, Prince Victor Muruako, Prince James and Prince George Chiduma Muruako, as
well as condolences to the people of Owerrie, Nigeria.
There will be a signing scroll at City Hall for our villagers to express our condolences. Please sign even if
you did not meet him - he was head of state, Traditional Ruler of Owerrie, Nigeria -Tybee Island sister City.

Reflections
By Hollie Sessoms

Sunrise in Winter

The dark-skinned lady in her fur-trimmed coat sits on the tartan blanket
a few feet from me, her eyes turned towards the sea. And my butt is numb
from the cold sand dune I chose as my seat. Sea oats stab at the back of
my legs. How long should I stay? Then the sky puts on a spectacle—the
darkness of evening giving itself over to the color of dawn. A gift. A new
day. An awakening. I watch until my eyes burn. Stay as long as I like. And
the lady walks towards the sea, turns her shoulders north and then south.
And I long to know her story.
A lone jogger plods his way across the beach, barefoot in the winter
sand. And my children are warm in their beds at the house while my
fingers are numb from typing in the chill of morning. A heavy-set woman in
jean shorts and crocs removes her shoes and wades in the sea up to her
ankles and then walks away—that is all. And the dark-skinned lady turns
towards me and her ears sparkle with jewels and her neck is wrapped in

8
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gold. And I long to know her story.
The jogger returns and chats with her and I watch from my writer’s
perch on the freezing sand and stretch my ears for their words. The wind
carries their conversation and drops it in my lap—the cadence is dull,
small talk, tiny laughter and I feel the pit of disappointment, a sticky ball in
my stomach.
And I will walk all the way to the rock jetty on the south end of the
island to discover something. But then, when I find the jetty, it has nearly
disappeared, covered by sand, shards of stone sticking out. The beach has
changed since I last was here.
A photographer sets and snaps photos of seabirds with the ocean as his
backdrop and I envy his simple way of capturing the human existence—
point and click. And I walk back, not sure if I’m full or empty again.

Christmas in Paradise
By Hollie Sessoms

Come with me to the shore, look out over the waves, listen for
Santa’s sleigh bells, and feel blessed.
Far removed from the North Pole and snow drifts, no bundling up in
three layers to go Christmas caroling, we’ll kick off our shoes and stick
our toes in the water instead. It’s Christmas in Paradise.
Some people dream of a white Christmas, but we just dream of
waking up on Christmas morning with sand in our sheets and hair still
stiff with salt water. We’ll open presents with the waves crashing in the
distance, turn up the a/c just so we can have a fire.
We dream of a walk along the beach after the last gift has been
opened. The sand will be cold to our toes, but we won’t mind. We’ll walk
all the way to the last jetty and then back again, hot cider in our hands.
We dream of trees decorated with starfish and snowmen made of
sand, Santa pulling up on a surfboard, dolphin instead of reindeer.
Sitting on a wide front porch and shelling walnuts, the sun shining on
our faces.
People from colder climates might lament: But it just doesn’t feel like
Christmas. But we know that’s not true. Christmas should feel like love.
Love can be found anywhere. Especially at that place where the ocean
meets the land. Staring off into forever. The horizon just a starting point.
And sometimes Christmas hurts a little. A lovely sort of ache filled
with wishes and dreams and something transitive. The knowledge that
any good feelings, if they do come, won’t last. The Christmas we loved
last year will not exist tomorrow. We’ll face the ache and welcome it, be

grateful that we’re able to feel anything at all.
The ocean is good for this Christmas ache too. We have to make
new magic every day just like the ocean makes a new shoreline every
day, constantly pulling and pushing the sand around. We can remember
the pure childish excitement of going to bed on the twenty-fourth. The
wonder of Christmas morning. All that wonder is just waiting for us to
pick it up, hold it in our hands, let it fall through our fingers like sand
if we wish, because there is more than enough. We can always grab
another handful.
Christmas at the beach is magical because the magic isn’t born in
piles of snow ten feet high, it’s born inside each of us. We just have to
look for it, and there it is.
Merry Christmas Tybee!!
TYBEE BEACHCOMBER | DEC 2015
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Early Days on Tybee
By Polly Wylly Cooper Co-author of Sand Between Our Toes

In 1876 a wooden tram, pulled by
mules, hauled people the length
of the island. Steamboats ran
regularly with full decks of
passengers. Tybee was becoming a
popular destination. Captain Daniel
Purse declared that a train was
necessary. Railroad engineer Captain
John Postal surveyed and mapped out
a rail-bed through the marsh.
The Savannah and Tybee Railroad,
which became part of the Central
of Georgia Railway in 1895, was
completed in 1887. The conductor’s
Ava Long Gross rented a
cry, “Aboard for the beach!” was
bathing suit from Izlers
a promise of a glorious day ahead
for 25 cents. Ava took a
and cost a mere penny a mile. For
break at Tybee from her
ten cents each way, the Marsh Hen
nurses’ training classes in
Special carried children to and from the city.
school in Savannah.
“Some passenger cars had no sides, just bench seats the width of
the car,” said Ed Johnston who worked for the Central for 47 years. “A
running board along the outside provided a walkway for the conductor to
collect tickets as there was no aisle.” As many as 12,000 day-trippers
were taken to the beach in a summer. Sometimes two locomotives were
harnessed to the heavy load.
David Rosenzweig spent his childhood weekends at the beach.
“The train was a great adventure. We caught the streetcar on
Abercorn Street and transferred at Leopold’s ice cream shop on Gwinnett
to the station on President Street. My mother fried chicken, made potato
salad and fresh bread. We left our picnic on the tables on the Tybrisa
Pavilion…nobody bothered it…and rented black wool bathing suits. We
rode the late train home. I slept on Daddy’s shoulder.”
Sighting a bridge ahead, the conductor strode through the cars calling,
“Pull your heads in! Elbows too!”
Judge Frank Cheatham said, “The train was responsible for lots of
romances. My parents rode the train and met on the pavilion. He saw
her, fell in love, and declared he would marry her someday. On her 20th
birthday, they were married.”
“Somebody served boiled peanuts on the train,” recalled
Marianna Seyden, beloved Tybee school teacher. “City folks, with Noxema
on their noses, were red as beets from the sun.”
In 1933, train service ended. Day-trippers preferred to drive and be
more independent.
With today’s traffic woes, wouldn’t the return of the Marsh Hen be
welcomed!!

Merry Christmas!

Book your holiday parties with us on the Deck,
or let us prepare your Party Platters and Save you
Time this Season! Call or stop in for details.

Please join us
for the Polar Bear Plunge!

Open 7 Days a Week | On the Strand Across from the Pier

SpankysBeachside.com | 912-786-5520
Take Out Available | Full Menu Online
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THE

Fish
Whisperer
Captain
Nick Shreves

December Fishing Forecast

are around as well; look around every bridge or dock, these are
fun fish to catch and land. They will put your line to the test on
every bite. Fiddler Crabs fished on a Carolina rig right next to the
structure will produce the bites.

NEAR shore

This time of year is all about the Big Black Sea Bass. You’ve
got to head out to 55 to 65 feet of water and you will find the big
boys. These fish will make for some fine eating as well. Squid
has got to be the number one bait and the local bait shop has
plenty. While you’re catching Sea Bass you may also catch lots
of Grunts, Porgies and maybe a few Flounder. The Bull Red Drum
are on the reefs out here as well. Just make sure you take lots
of care in reviving the fish before you release them. Red Drum
may not be kept when caught outside of state waters. The rules
change for Black Sea Bass once you are out of state waters as
well, so make sure you know the rules for where you will be
fishing. Here’s the website so you can check out the regulations:
http://www.georgiawildlife.com/fishing/regulations.

red drum

Tybee Pier FISHING

Now is when we see a decline in the number of fish caught
off the pier. The water has begun to cool fast and the majority of
the fish have moved south. For those still looking to soak some
bait you still have a chance. I have seen Dogfish, Clearnose
Skates, Sheepsheads, Whiting, the rare Bull Red Drum and Black
Drum bite this time of year. For the Dogfish and Red Drum, cut
bait or whole fish such as Mullet are the best baits. For Whiting,
Black Drum and Clearnose Skates, Shrimp is always the best
choice. Sheepsheads are all about Fiddlers, so make sure you
have plenty; they will steal bait.

Inshore

Now this bite all depends on how the weather is. In December
we are known for being 80 one day and 30 the next day and
this can make the inshore tough to figure out. The trout will still
be feeding but look in the deeper hole near the current rips off
the Oyster rakes. This time of year Mud Minnows and jigs fished
real slow tend to catch me more fish than anything else. For the
Red Drum I use the same baits but fish the mud flats around the
low tide on the warmest day I can. These fish will be hiding from
the Dolphins, so find areas where they can’t get. Sheepshead
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black sea bass

OFF shore

Out here the bottom bite is still great but fish like Vermillion
Snapper are closed till January. This time of year the big Wahoo
can be caught off our coast out in the stream. I know it’s a long
run but you may catch the fish of a life time. Good luck to those
that take the chance to get out there and try.
Thank you all for the support and hope you all have tight lines
and full fish boxes. To join me on a fishing trip call me at Big
Fish Charters (912) 230-4625.

festival

Spotlight
By Mike Manitta

With holidays upon us, I saw it fitting to talk about going home.
There’s a comfort and safe feeling that comes along with returning
to a familiar space, with familiar faces, my people. “Home is
where the heart is. There’s no place like home.” All of this seems
fitting, and that’s how I feel every time I return to The Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park, in Live Oak, Florida; it’s like going home.
It’s not because I run
into a bunch of Tybee
folks, but I always do,
it’s the music, the vibe
and the people that
make it feel like home.
Hands down my
favorite place to
experience a music
festival, I (along with
a bunch of Tybee to
boot), recently had the pleasure of attending Suwannee Hulaween,
and again had the time of my life. The music was top notch as
usual, with an impressive seven sets by The String Cheese Incident,
including a retro disco set on Halloween with special guests to
accompany the Ghoul Train Theme for the weekend. There were 30
plus bands spread over 4 stages, as well as a Ferris Wheel, Spirit
Lake (an interactive Haunted Forest) and Silent Disco to enjoy into
the wee hours of the morning.
I can’t say enough about the people in attendance. The crowd
swelled to somewhere between 20 and 30,000 people (I’d put my
money on closer to 30,000), making it their largest festival to date.
There was about 7,000 people last year, big difference. It even
surpassed the Wanee festival which is usually their biggest turnout.
Doesn’t hurt that it was held over Halloween weekend, always one

of my favorite holidays to go do something; there are no gifts to
buy, no pressure, just dressing up and having fun. The best part is
that even with the amount of people in attendance, it was never
annoyingly uncomfortable. The worst part was maybe a 10 minute
wait to get through the gate from the campground to the staging
area, if you waited until right before a big act. Once you were in
though, you really could make your way to anywhere you wanted
to be. Everyone was chill and happy to be there, courteous and
respectful, just like home.
I opted to go for the extra day, arriving on Thursday, for the preparty, a decision which I was more than happy with, making our
entrance to the festival much speedier than arriving on Friday with
the masses. But even the folks arriving on Friday had no complaints,
patiently waiting in a line of cars, eagerly awaiting to celebrate with
their peeps.
I’ve said it before and I will say it again, these people know
how to throw a festival, very organized, modestly priced food and
beverages compared to other venues, and pretty much anything
you might need available on site. The tickets are less than $100.00
a day, including camping, which considering the amount of
entertainment is a steal. They offer several festivals in the spring
and fall when the weather is comfy or you can just go camping
there when nothing specific is going on. There is music offered most
weekends in the Music Hall, as well as a full service restaurant,
along with hiking and canoeing with 500 acres of beautiful woods
nestled along the Suwannee River. Just a short 3 1/2 drive from
Tybee there is something to offer everyone. I highly recommend
checking it out for yourself and discovering your new “home.” Check
out all of their upcoming events at musicliveshere.com.
LOW AS

•
•
•
•
•

Delivery
Weddings
Parties
Tours
Late Night

WE ALSO RIDE OFF THE ISLAND!
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By Hilary Junewicz

I

just heard this on a cheesy television commercial but I liked it and
immediately thought of Tybee: “There’s family that you’re born into
and there’s family that you create.” We’re all family here folks and I
love my Tybee family. That’s how I want to open this month.
Know how Candice and I became family? Candice and I
became friends through dear friends I truly consider to be
family (you know who you are). I’m so happy for Candice and proud
to call her my friend. Check out her new dream venture come true,
Ziggy Nicks, located in Tybee Oaks. Congratulations woman!

One of my favorite things to see on a daily basis at the Wind
Rose is Bobby King kissing his mother, Billie, and telling her
he loves her. It’s so sweet it’s brought tears to my eyes. It makes me
miss my mom (or as Bobby would say, “Hilary’s mother”)! I know he
means it because Bobby is family to me.
We all came together as a community and celebrated
Halloween with trick or treat on Lewis Avenue. Here’s Tony
as a witch at the annual party my awesome friends Rudy and
Joey throw.
The Sand Bar also threw a major Halloween party. What
a blast! Eric and Isak looked great in their ocean themed
costumes.
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Amanda and Ivan are always are good friends and celebrated
Halloween together. Is Amanda going bananas?
Oh Stevo! My friend, are you going bananas? At least you’re pretty
in pink. I tried to take that bra, but unfortunately it was way too big.
Mario (Lea) and Luigi (Mary) also made an appearance at the
Sand Bar. Great job, girls?
Kimberly and Aaron were rolling around together. Judging by
the lipstick everywhere, maybe literally.
Kayla looked so angelic I had to put her in here. That is such
a good picture of you! And you know you’re family and I
appreciate everything you do for my family. You ARE an angel!
It was good to see Wendy and Jesus hanging out at
Nickie’s. Si, Mi familia!
Kevin you look so scary! Happy Halloween!
Thankfully officers Suddath and Streets were on the streets to
protect us all on the ghoulish night!
Look who’s back and at Benny’s! Chris! And he’s back to
being “long haired Chris!” Good to have you back and I can’t
wait to play some pool with you!

Thank you to these two ladies, Sissy and Kim, for letting me
take their picture! I told them they’re both a huge part of Tybee
and needed to be in here!
Buddy looks amazing here at the Sand Bar. I think Buddy
would do anything to help any of us if we needed it. He’s
helped me out a few times and did something nice for me again that
night. Thank you! I appreciate you.

I love this face! Jim was nice enough to throw my bike in
the back of his truck at Huc A Poos and drive me around for
some more pictures. And he let me play 21 questions. Thank you,
that was fun and you really helped me out. What a fellow alumni!
Speaking of faces I love! Katherine and Austin are two more
of them! Since they were both working the same night at Huc
A Poos I had to get their picture together!

Here’s Jan and her sister, Nana, sharing a huge cocktail at
Nickie’s. I think it’s so nice that not only did Jan get to spend
time with Nana in such a wonderful place, but that we all get a
chance to meet each other’s family around here.

And here’s the man that made that pic of Katherine and
Austin happen for me. J.T. works the outside bar at Huc A
Poos and is teaching me and everyone else a little bit more to know
about hockey. Love you, brother.

I always enjoy seeing and spending any kind of time
with Teresa and Chris. Here they are in Teresa’s new
car! Fancy! Let’s get together soon and maybe take a ride!

I do appreciate when I need to approach strangers for a
picture and get to meet such nice and agreeable people. Nice
to meet you at 80 east Gastropub, Greg and Val!

I’m really digging hanging out at the outside bar at Huc A Poos
lately. I feel so comfortable there I keep making the bike ride. It
was nice to sit and catch up with Harold one night.
I recently decided to kick it old school and go do some day drinking
at Benny’s. What a great day! I knew I was in the mood for some
Benny’s! I really enjoyed catching up with a bunch of old friends. And to
get a picture of the big dogs, Tess and Benny, there together made my
day even better. Thank you, Tess, I really had a good time.
I loved sitting and listening to Speegle at Benny’s. He’s so smart
and funny! I told Sissy I think she has a good man. And I got to
make a new friend that day, Dennis. It was really nice meeting you.

I got to meet these super nice guys too at the American
Legion. Thank you as well for this picture John, Jim and Henry.
Here’s a shot of more family that I know spending time
together at the Quarter: Mother and son, Amanda and Ben. It
makes me so happy to see family enjoying each other’s company. I
see these two together all the time.
Funny, I just realized at the end of all these photos that I
didn’t originally intend on being so emotional about family this
time around. Maybe I was subconsciously realizing that it’s
coming up on the holiday season. Happy Holidays to all of
my Tybee family! I love y’all!
TYBEE BEACHCOMBER | DEC 2015
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BOOK
REVIEW
By Nell Klein

By Alaina Loughridge

Lil Mary Shepherd is our
Bartender of the Month. You can
find this funny lady at Fannie’s all
day long. Guaranteed to make you
giggle, Mary is a must see.
Born and raised on Tybee (her
momma was one of the Breakfast
Club’s first servers), Mary is pure
Tybee. She has worked all her
life in the service industry and is
one of the best – in fact she was
Mary holding a big ol Mary voted “Best Server” in 2013!!
She has worked at a couple of
different restaurants around the island, but found her home at Fannie’s
12 years ago. As she says, “Fannie’s born, Fannie’s bred and
Fannie’s dead.” Ha Ha! Love it!
I asked Lil Mary the go to Questions of Life:
How long have you lived on Tybee: Duh
What is your passion: Laughing!
What do you want to be when you grow up: I’m it!
Mary’s go to drink is the “Pickle Tickle.” It’s a guaranteed hangover
cure quick trick! It has vodka (yeah!!!) and something else that involves
pickles. And when you can’t get rid of that headache and the shaky
shakes, get you a Pickle Tickle. Classic gold I tell you.
Mary is a very happy girl! She loves what she does and she loves
Tybee and making people happy! You have to go to Fannie’s to get
some Marapy! If she can’t cheer your unhappy ass up then no one
can!!! So go! Eat, drink and be Mary!

Nails by Maranda
10% OFF WITH THIS AD

MANICURE OR PEDICURE FOR DECEMBER
COME GET YOUR CLAUS PAINTED!

10 JONES AVENUE • TYBEE ISLAND • 912-786 -9626

A Jesuit’s Journey
Through the
Turbulent 1960’s
By Paul Swift

I was very pleased to read Paul Swift’s recently published memoirs.
I knew that he was a writer, but having never read anything he had
written, I didn’t know what to expect. I was very pleasantly surprised.
Paul is quite the storyteller! He takes us on a very colorful and
humorous journey through the early 60s and 70s when he was a
Jesuit, studying to be a Catholic Priest.
His story starts after he had spent two semesters in college,
hitchhiked through Europe and lived in San Francisco “after the
beatniks and before the hippies.” He spent his first 3 years as a
novice Jesuit in Sheridan, Oregon, where he was given the job of a
bookbinder. In 1965, he was liberated from the strict novice life as
he took his vows of poverty, chastity and obedience. We follow Paul,
affectionately known as Porky, through the next several years as he
is educated at Gonzaga University and Boston College, and we meet
many fellow struggling Jesuits who became lifelong friends of Paul’s.
Paul has some amazing stories to tell. We learn that his mother
was hit by a car and suffered massive head injuries and broken legs.
He had to return to his home of Spokane for 5 months to take care
of her. At the same time, his superiors, not wanting to waste any
time, enrolled him in Gonzaga University to get his Washington State
Teacher’s Certificate so he could teach in a Jesuit High School the
following fall. There was the time that Paul went to stay with a friend
at his parent’s home in Montreal. His mother sculpted a clay bust of
Paul which went on to be displayed in a gallery in Montreal. There are
many more very delightful stories Paul has to tell, these are just a few.
Eventually Paul became disillusioned and made the decision to
leave the Society of Jesus. His books ends with a heart wrenching
letter that his brother Jerry wrote after he was expelled from the
Jesuits on the eve of his ordination as a Priest.
All in all, I give this book 5 roses. It’s a really delightful story of some
very difficult times. Thanks Porky!
Until next time, read a book. If it’s a good read, pass it on!
TYBEE BEACHCOMBER | DEC 2015
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By Ron Goralczyk

So…there I was tied up to the bedpost…KY smeared all over my
body. She walked in with…Wait! Wait! Nope…wrong story. This one
is for my Penthouse Forum article!
I am so thankful that the Witness Protection Program relocated
me to Tybee Island. Coming up on five years and this is definitely
home and most definitely family! People ask me all the time “What
is the strangest request that you have been asked?” Oh Lord, how
much time do you have?
“Ring! Ring!”
“Hello, Breezy!”
“Hey! I lost Pierre! My pig is out! Can you help me find him?”
“Absolutely!”
I first went by the Pig and Shrimp BBQ place, just to be on the
safe side…not there. I got several calls from people saying he was
driving a blue van. Not the pig I was looking for. One of the drivers
joined the search and Pierre made it home safe and sound that
night. He escaped again…and was captured yet again. Smart ass
Pig!
“Ring! Ring!”
“Hello, Breezy!”
“Hey Breezy, I think I left my stove on. Would you please go by
my house and check?” Yes we can and yes we did. The stove was
not on the first time, but was the second time. Shout out to you
responsible folks! Glad to help!
One time we only had to go to someone’s house and stir the stew.
That was awesome! It smelled so good! Glad to help! Never hesitate
to call us for that kinda stuff! We love helping out!
Also, if your furry baby needs a ride, call us! We love fur babies
and especially love to have them in the cab. We picked up one very
famous Tybee pup and took him home. It was a pleasure. Charmer!
We also will pick up your pups at home and bring them to you…as
long as we know where the leash is! We love the fur babies!
“Ring! Ring!”
“Hello, Breezy!”
“Hello, I lost my phone, my keys, where is my bike? Where is
my car? Did you take me home last night? Where is my girlfriend?
Where is my boyfriend? Where am I? Did you find my dignity?
Where? Was I drunk? Did I fall down? What did I do? Are we good?
Why does my butt hurt? Where did I get this bruise?” Let it go! If we
got your stuff, you will get it back as quick as possible. We will hunt
you down. Otherwise…see you later and remember…Nobody will
remember anything tomorrow!
Now…one thing that is serious business! Bikes! One night I got
a call from a friend at 3:00 a.m. “Hey, someone stole my bike! I love
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this person, but seriously, what could I do? So I said “Okay. What do
you want me to do?” I am all in! So they said “Well, I was thinking
you could look around for it. You know, just as you are driving
around…” “Mmmmkay…I am on it!” I was thinking fat ass chance I
was gonna see that bike…but I had my eyes open for it. How many
people are out at 3:00 a.m.? I headed off island to Wilmington. On
my way back, around Fort Pulaski, there SHE was! It was the bike
in question! What?!? It fit the description. So, I did a U-Turn and
pulled the subject over. Yeah…pulled him over! “Dude…you have
my friend’s bike!” He was drunk and it was his birthday. Ugh!! He
thought he had taken his co-worker’s bike. He was so willing to
bring it back tomorrow. He thought I was the Law. I loaded the bike
in the trunk and him in the car. I took him home to Betz Creek and
my friend got their bike back a bit later. All was good!
Another time, after a long Saturday night, we were walking to
breakfast. As we walked through the parking lot of a certain hotel,
we noticed a bicycle that belonged to a good friend. Hmmm…that
should not be there. We grabbed the bike and took it to a place
where our friend would find it. Later that morning she posted on FB
that her bike was gone (for the 200th time). We let her know that we
had found it and it was safe where she could find it. We got her a
lock for her bike and hopefully, it will stay safe from now on. If not,
we got this!
Let me just say…We love you and We love Tybee!
Merry Christmas! Happy New Year!
Call us for anything!! Go Breezy!

Dizzy Deans
Beer, Wine, Liquor, Cigarettes, Cigars
Mon - Thurs 10am-10pm / Fri & Sat 10am-11pm
Sunday 12:30pm - 6pm

912 -786- 4500

1516 Butler Avenue

Giving Christmas
By Janine Manning

By Margie McLellan

Life in Pieces…...
I recently had a little accident…well actually, a pretty major one. I
tripped over a sidewalk on my way home one evening and fell. In doing
so, I broke several bones in my leg and ankle. From a simple little fall!!
Anyway, here I am a month later, surgery behind me, in a cast, and my
life revolves around my wheelchair now. I do love my wheelchair, don’t
get me wrong. Don’t know what I would do without it. But I do have a
couple of gripes.
Number One gripe is finding handicap accessible places. I finally
decided to take the plunge one Saturday afternoon and go out to meet
my friends at a local watering hole to watch some football. There’s not
a lot of places I can go because I can’t get in most of the restaurants or
bars around here that have steps. Luckily for me, my favorite place has
no steps. Yay! So in I went and happily spent the next couple of hours
with my beloved friends. Then the inevitable happened: I needed to go to
the restroom. No problem, I can do this, I’m a big girl. Got out of my seat,
into the wheelchair and wouldn’t you know it, the wheelchair wouldn’t
fit through the bathroom door! No!!! So my sweet husband decided to go
home and bring back the knee scooter that I also use. By the time he got
back with it, something bad had happened in the bathroom from the night
before and the toilets were overflowing! By now my need had become
pretty great. So we ended up going across the street to another bar
that had no steps. It was a sight to see: me in the wheelchair, husband
pushing me down the street, a friend behind us with the scooter. And of
course the bar was packed. I was barely able to get into the bathroom
there. That was my first outing and I really wanted to keep a low profile
that day. All I could do was laugh.
The next gripe I have is the lack of consideration that some people
have for handicapped people. Most people do go out of their way to help
you but the ones that don’t really stick in your mind. When I recently went
to vote, I had trouble keeping the door open and pushing myself into
the building. Not one person came over to help. They were just sitting
there watching. Now I just don’t understand how people can be that
inconsiderate!
Life in a wheelchair is…well, it’s pretty life changing. I know I won’t be
in this thing forever but it has definitely given me a new perspective on
life. When I am able to walk again, I hope I will remember this time in my
life and do my part to help others. I have so many friends who have gone
out of their way to do things for me: bringing me food, flowers, cards,
gifts, phone calls, visits, more food, etc. I truly do feel blessed for the
people in my life.
Until then, I am looking forward to going to my favorite restaurants
that I can’t get in to now. Funny how the little things in life, like eating out
and going to the bathroom, can become so important. In the meantime,
please show some consideration for the handicapped, because you never
know, it may be you someday.

In my childhood, Christmas was always the best.
Ribbons and paper, trees and lights with all the rest.
We would visit family and friends all full of good cheer.
And send off Christmas cards to those we held dear.
Ringing bells reminding us to give to those in need.
As the special day came with amazing speed.
Head to the bay to see the boats in sparkling lights,
While Christmas Carolers sang Yule songs at night.
Mom would help Santa hand out the gifts and toys too.
Dad was at the neighbors, but I don’t remember with
who.
I learned through it all, that giving always felt great.
Just simple little things that would bring joy to a face.
The years have gone by and with many changes as well.
Giving doesn’t seem to be a priority, only things sell.
With faith and hope I’ve come to find,
A little place called Tybee is often on my mind.
Tybee Island Christmas is coming ashore.
Carried along by the sea breeze and right to your door.
Night of “Lights on for Tybee” will bring the folks out,
With music of the season, singers and dancers about.
The Christmas parade is such a wonderful thing.
Excited people, colorful floats and the fun it brings.
What people have told me as to why they are here,
It’s the people that live here that will certainly bring you
near.
You will not go hungry or be alone at all,
The folks of Tybee Island will not let you fall.
Giving is in their hearts, a way of daily life it seems to
me.
Tybee Islanders are the best and giving is the key.

Merry Christmas Tybee!
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By Mike Manitta - Photos by Wen Mcnally

Tybee Market IGA
Tybee Market IGA, located smack dab in the middle of Butler Ave,
has been providing Tybee with provisions and sustenance for 80 plus
years now. Mike Hosti and family have done a great job serving Tybee
with a super friendly staff, always eager to lend a hand. Not only do
they provide us with all of our grocery needs, but it is also a great
spot to pick up a great quick and super affordable lunch.
The only problem I encountered was deciding what to get. Unless
you just arrived on Tybee 5 minutes ago, you probably already know
what a great deal that Deli Sandwich is, but you can’t ignore the hot
food that’s prepped and ready to go at lunch time. Fried Chicken, Pork
Chops, Chicken Wings, Hand Battered Chicken Tenders, all offered
up hot and ready to be snatched up. The sandwiches with Boar’s
Head meats, as well as a meat and 2 sides with a biscuit, are both
offered for the nominal price of $5.99, what a bargain. Then I got to
thinking, the
Chicken Salad,
Shrimp Salad,
fresh baked
Cinnamon
Rolls, ahhhh!
Screw it, I got
all of it, and
for less than
$25.00. I fed
four people
and still had
leftovers.
First of all the Deli Sandwich. I went for Roast Beef, piled high
with all the fixins on a fresh white or wheat roll. Arguably enough
meat for two sandwiches, I can rarely finish the whole thing, which is
fine by me because that means there is some left for later. Win win.
Next, my crew and I shared those Chicken Wings, Garlic Teriyaki
flavored. Slightly sweet and salty, plump and juicy bone-sucking
goodness.
Delish.
Then we
devoured the
homemade
Chicken
Salad and
Shrimp
Salad. Made
fresh daily
and you can
tell, not too
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heavy, perfectly seasoned, perfect for sharing, especially on a hot
summer day. We just enjoyed them with crackers since we had way
too much food, but of course they would make a killer sandwich.
Both are sold by the pound so you can get as little or as much as you
please.
Finally the Fried Chicken, served with two homemade sides and
a biscuit. I went for Tuna Casserole and Mashed Potatoes. The

Chicken was perfectly seasoned as usual, crispy outside and moist
and tender inside. The mashed potatoes were rich and creamy,
whipped to perfection, and the tuna casserole was a delicious hearty
change from the average find. Even the biscuit was light and fluffy,
baked golden
brown. Yummy.
I had to
round out the
meal with some
fresh baked
mini Cinnamon
Rolls. Perfect
compliment
to my coffee
with just the
right amount
of sweetness.
Thanks Y’all. You fed my whole posse and I still have leftovers. Woo
Hoo!

So, next time you’re in need of a quick lunch fix or possibly even
picnic supplies, don’t forget to check out what the folks at the IGA
have got worked up. You can’t beat the bang for the buck and you will
be completely satisfied, but you knew that already!

By Joy Davis

Dunking into frigid cold water could be described as a head on train
collision while every exposed inch of your skin is peirced by millions
of sharp needles. I wish I was being dramatic. Shocked nerves make
a bee line to your brain, firing off signals of regret and defeat as
soon as they get there. It’s a high voltage connection from physical
to mental in milliseconds. It may sound like an easy activity to avoid
but, dangit, when the water is calling to you, such conditions seem
to become less of a deathtrap and more of a challenge to overcome.
As the weather junkies must know, NOAA is predicting a cold, wet
winter for us. We were gifted a temperate season last year which
means we are going to have to actively try and acclimate this year.
November and December will slowly help us ease into the cooling of
our waters that play from the 70s down to the 60s sneaking into the
50s, no lower than that (fingers crossed). Not trying to rebel against
the weather change, most of us have our wetsuits at the ready in
the early season just to avoid that tormenting NE wind chill. From
there, we gradually pull out the gloves, booties and if you are one of
those Bruce Willis’ out there, a hood is always a good contribution to
a toasty surf session.
Cold has proven to be no easy obstacle. Its heavy hand seems to
have no mercy. As a surfer through the seasons, it is a huge part of
the sport. A game changer not only with gear and conditions but with
attitude and mental preparedness as well. Winter weather surfing
has always proven a great exercise, it creates an adrenaline and
after-session thaw that will leave you feeling both exhausted and
rejuvinated. The water acts different too, affected by our prevailing
winds, and the breaking waves have an extra dominating authority.

The environment itself has an exposed and raw nature to it. These
are treasured memories from Tybee winters. Now, lets look, just for a
second, at some other surfing communities that may have a different
definition of winter surfing.
New England is one of the coldest places to surf in the United
States, the temperature almost comparable to even more northern
breaks in Canada, Scotland, Iceland, Norway, among other artic
regions (some amazing breaks). In these stellar climates surfers
will squeeze on a neoprene 5-7 mm wet suit, booties, hoodies,
gloves and slather a thick coat of vaseline under their eyes to
prevent windburn or frostbite. This weather soldier suit-up helps in
preventing hypothermia and blue toes from –20 degree F wind chills
and just above freezing waters. Cold yet?
When interveiwed, a lot of these dedicated surf riders say acclimation

is key, along with a healthy immune system and strong swimming
training, but when asked about the temperature, they claim to be
overcome by adrenaline and testify that the frigid conditions are the
last thing hindering their experience. Mind stoke. An amazing feat
that has been studied and practiced by many an extremist in these
conditions. An expert in the playing field of cold weather undertaking
is a Dutchman by the very northern name of Wim Hof, also known as
Iceman. His methods for cold water undertaking have been studied
by various scientists because he takes his tolerence to such extreme
levels, usually rocking just a pair of shorts. Modest. His mindset is to
celebrate the raw feeling of the cold connection. His philosophy in his
shirtless and happy career is to focus in on the tools of his conscious
and translate all of that rushing energy into positive adrenaline. His
theory of creating a enveloped experience of fully living raw and free
of outside influence. A lesson possibly helpful and experienced by
some of these arctic climate junkies. Perhaps we can all learn a bit
from Wim, honing into our strength of mind and overcoming matter.
If you see someone out skinning it in the dead of winter, its not me,
though I am going to try and tap into my extra human super powers
that lie dormant and are ready to be practiced. Perhaps there is a
warm and pleasant winter ahead after all. Excited for chillin times!
See you in the water.
Check em out
-arcticsurfers.com
-joe rogan experience #712 –wim hof
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Main Street Musings
In November, you finished the month off by watching the Macy’s
Day parade and plenty of football, polishing off the turkey dinner (and
leftovers!), maybe even got some shopping done on Black Friday, Small
Business Saturday®, and Cyber Monday. Well, now it’s officially
December, so it’s time to turn your full attention to TYBEE FOR THE
HOLIDAYS and all of the wonderful activities planned leading up to the
New Year!
The first weekend of December is filled with family fun. Friday,
December 4, at 6:30pm is the annual Lights on for Tybee Celebration

holiday music and festive costumes and decked out parade floats during
this small town tradition.
TybeeForTheHolidays.com is your one-stop site for all of the information
you need to celebrate the season. From holiday-day dining to the New
Year’s Day Polar Plunge, you can find details to plan your month.
Numerous businesses around the island are also taking part in the
Community of Caring program, providing drop-off sites for donations
benefitting Tybee’s Rising TYde Food Pantry, Next Generation – Memorial
University Medical Center Children’s Hospital, and the animal shelter.
Check out participating locations and a list of items needed here: http://
www.tybeefortheholidays.com/community-of-giving/. Last year we
delivered several carloads of donations to each grateful recipient!
As you can see, December is a great month to be a part of the Tybee
community, whether as a resident or visitor. We hope to see you around,
enjoying all that this month holds in store! In the meantime, keep upto-date about the City’s Development Authority/Main Street Program;
upcoming city approved special events, “Door-to-Door News,” Business/
Community Matters, and Historic Preservation Spotlights, by signing up for
the monthly Main Street Talk E-News @ www.tybeeislandmainstreet.com.
The Tybee Island Main Street FB page is updated on a regular basis as
well. We invite you to like it.
Here’s to you and keeping Tybee, Tybee!
Brenda Marion, Program Board Director/Promo Liaison and Chantel Morton, Executive Director

Buy a book for Christmas!

downtown Tybee; with complimentary refreshments at various locations,
singing, dancing, awards, and visitors from the North Pole for the kids…
the forecast may even call for “snow!” Mayor Buelterman will light the
island’s Christmas tree at the Roundabout, complete with new ornaments
created by the students of Tybee Island Maritime Academy. Tybee Arts
Performing Society will be providing entertainment, Gretchen Greene
School of Dance students will perform, and the Tybee Beautification
Association will present awards for the best-decorated businesses.
Nominations from the public are accepted between Thanksgiving Day and
December 4.
Saturday, December 5, at 1pm is the Tybee Island Christmas Parade.
Mr. and Mrs. Clause will be led from downtown to the Tybee gym by
candy-giving elves, festive floats, and a marching band. Once they arrive
at the Gym, the Tybee YMCA will host photo time, refreshments, and
activities for all to enjoy. We look forward to having everyone share their
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Interested
in a Murder
Mystery?
A Romance?
And a novel
about the
newspaper
business?
Set in Savannah and on Tybee Island, local writer Larry Peterson’s book,
The Last Days of the Coastal Empire, is available now.
Get a copy online at lastdaysofthecoastalempire.com or find it at
Seaside Sisters, Chu's, the Lighthouse gift shop and in Savannah, E.
Shaver Book store and the Book Lady.

On Going Happenings
AJ’s Dockside - Happy Hour 4-7pm. Live music Friday thru
Sunday. Breakfast Fri. - Sun. 8am-noon. 1315 Chatham Ave.
American Legion Post 154 - Canteen open 5pm MondaySaturday, Bar Games Tuesday and Thursday 6-9pm, Line
Dancing Wednesday 7pm, Thursday Dinners 5:30-7:30 pm,
Bingo and Karaoke Friday 8-10pm. 10 Veterans Dr.
Benny’s Tavern - Happy Hour Monday thru Friday 10am7pm, Live music Monday thru Wednesday 7-10 pm, Open
Pool Tuesday 7pm, Pool Tournament Wednesday 8pm,
Karaoke Thursdays thru Saturday 9pm. Kitchen open daily
from 4pm-? 1517 Butler Ave.
Bernie’s Oyster House - Bernie’s Mason Jar Bloody Mary,
7 Draft Taps to choose from, Home of the “Pop Rock Jello
Shots,” Drink Specials/Daily Specials, Happy Hour Monday
thru Thursday 4-7pm, Late Night Kitchen Friday and
Saturday, Outdoor patio, with Billiards and 65” HD TV, Live
music Friday & Saturday. Check us out! 13 Tybrisa St.
Bubba Gumbo’s - Happy Hour 4-6pm daily, $1.50 off beer.
3 Old Hwy 80.
Doc’s Bar - Happy Hour Monday thru Friday 4-7pm, Jam
Night Tuesday 7pm, Karaoke Thursday 8pm, Live music
Friday and Saturday 9pm. 10 Tybrisa St.
Fannie’s on the Beach - Live music on weekends. Sunday
Brunch Specials. 1613 Strand Ave.
Marlin Monroe’s - Live music on Weekends. Bloody Mary
Bar every Sunday at 12:30pm. 404 Butler Ave.
Nickie’s 1971 Bar and Grill - Happy Hour Monday thru
Friday 11am-7pm. 9 Ball Pool Tournament Sunday 7pm,
Texas Hold Em Monday and Tuesday 8pm, 8 Ball Pool
Tournament Thursday 7pm, Hell Yeah Trivia Thursday 8pm,
Karaoke Friday 9pm, Live Band Saturdays 9pm. 1513 Butler
Ave.
North Beach Bar and Grill - Live music. 33 Meddin Dr.
Spanky’s - Daily cocktail and beer specials. Home of the
Original Chicken Finger! 1605 Strand Ave.
Tybee Time - Happy Hour Monday thru Friday 4-7pm, DJ
Marty Thursday-Saturday. 1603 Strand Ave.
Wind Rose Café - Happy Hour Monday thru Friday 4-7pm.
Daily Lunch Specials. 19 Tybrisa St.

Foodie Finds
By Rem

Ranger Cookies
From Grandma’s recipes
Ingredients:
1 cup (2 sticks) butter
1 cup sugar
1 cup brown sugar
2 eggs
2 cups flour
1 tsp baking soda
½ tsp baking powder
½ tsp salt
1 tbsp vanilla
2 cups oats
2 cups rice crispies
1 cup shredded coconut
1 cup walnuts
In a large mixing bowl, cream butter and sugars, add eggs and
mix thoroughly. Whisk flour, baking soda, baking powder and
salt in a small bowl. Add to creamed mixture. Add vanilla. Mix
in oats, rice crispies, coconut and walnuts.
Using a teaspoon, form into balls or drop on cookie sheet. Bake
at 350 for 10 to 12 minutes.
Makes approx. 6 dozen and you’ll know it cuz your arm hurts
from all the mixing and you’ll be like, “Man, I feel like I ate 6
dozen cookies!”

Wind Rose Cafe

Southern Style Lunch Specials
Monday - Friday

BENSCTH!
LU

$ 8.25

19 Tybrisa Street

912-786-6593

BEST

HAPPY

HOUR!
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From the

River’s End...
By Woody Hemphill

Greetings and salutations Islanders!

As a catalyst to increase the peace, love, joy and goodwill during
this holiday season, I submit to you, dear readers, that the beauty of
the holidays is that we ALL celebrate. Let’s not define the manner
in which we observe the holiday season. Rather, let’s all coalesce in
a mighty collective, comprised of people of all faiths, geographical
influences, and walks of life – to do whatever we want for a little
while - unless you work in retail, convenience stores, or Asian
restaurants. After all, it’s 2015 – soon to be 2016 – and we can all
reserve the right to observe this time of year as special, and possibly
different. After all, this is modern America, and no group has a patent
or a monopoly on the holidays. They belong to no one in particular.
This is what makes it great - like democracy.
Whether you are entertaining friends and family from out of town,
or venturing to a distant destination, take care of yourselves and
watch out for your fellow travelling companions. Travel safe, and
travel light. You don’t need that much while you’re gone, and we’ll be
waiting for you upon your return. If the month of November provides
an opportunity to be thankful for our blessings, then December is
the perfect opportunity to share them with another. We’ve all been
afforded the chance to experience this piece of paradise, complete
with the proverbial thatched roofs of tiki-hut Americana. Whether you
are getting away, or your guests are coming to you this season, let’s
not forget to take an opportunity to catch our collective breath.
This year I’m adopting a new philosophy that I’m hoping will
carry into January and throughout the year to instill some positivity
to the Universe for years to come. I’ve deemed myself a ‘Holiday
Minimalist’ after the epiphany that the older I get, the more I enjoy
the cultural aspects of the holidays (before anyone throws any $9
Starbucks coffee on me, I’m only referring to the cultural aspects of
the holidays, people). Alas, the older I get, the more appreciation I
have for simplicity as a sentiment and appreciate traditional aspects
such as family and loved ones, rather than commercial components.
Notions that were previously dismissed, excused as marketing
gimmicks, or at least perceived as intended for others in another
demographic, are now priorities, such as leftover turkey sandwiches
comprised of white meat turkey, white bread, and Miracle Whip.
I buy one loaf of white bread every calendar year – a ceremony
observed as its own holiday – in my house.
Another fascinating aspect of the holiday season is the concept
of the universal observance of the same period of time – our

24

TYBEE BEACHCOMBER | DEC 2015

observance of December holidays are the equivalent of a ‘societal
pause button.’ An opportunity to break away from normal
routines, pause in various states of reflection, give thanks for our
opportunities, remember previous blessings, and annually prepare
ourselves for the reception of new ones. In doing so, from time to
time, I’m convinced that people are given insight, or the ability to
receive messages from ‘the great beyond.’ For what it’s worth,
Tybee people are a little bit more receptive to these, in my opinion.
For some reason, as I write this, I’m reminded of my grandmother’s
reminder that “God takes care of drunks, babies – and the Irish.”
(Two outta three ain’t bad, Tybee!)
My most recent blessing from the cosmos came courtesy of a
gentleman checking into the campground being presented the cable
television options. “Cable?” he said. “When I come to the beach, I
don’t sit in my camper and watch television- my ‘cable’ is wherever
my chair is, and my living room is the beach!” What a great
observation, and a healthy outlook. After he resumed his vacation I
thought about how I tend to become consumed by distractions to the
point that they become my focal point. Undoubtedly, this phenomena
could or would be explained by those within the faith-based, and
scientific community, but I simply refer to it as ‘Tybee clairvoyance’
- a byproduct of living a life with a view from the edge of the Earth
- culminating in our local psyche that make locals a little more
receptive to these ‘life lessons’.
Maybe we could just be known as ‘chairvoyant’?

Caldwell’
s Cottage
Embroidery & Boutique
Present this AD & get Free Monogram
on 1 item with Purchase of $25 or more.

912-472-4645 CaldwellsCottage.com

1213 A Hwy. 80 East | Tybee Island | ShopCaldwellsCottage@yahoo.com
follow us on Facebook for upcoming deals

Concert Calendar
Kansas - Florida Theatre - Jacksonville
Lucero - The Music Farm - Charleston
Elton John - Charleston Music Hall - Charleston
Leon Russell - Ponte Vedra Concert Hall - Ponte
Vedra , FL
12/29 -12/31 Widespread Panic - Fox Theatre - Atlanta
1/12 - 1/13 Gregg Allman - Grand Opera House - Macon
1/12 Lettuce - The Music Farm - Charleston
1/14 Jackson Browne Solo Acoustic Tour - Johnny 		
Mercer Theatre - Savannah
1/15 Keller Williams - Southbound Brewing Co. - 		
Savannah
1/19 Tedeschi Trucks Band - The Bell Auditorium - 		
Augusta
1/20 Galactic - Freebird Live - Jacksonville
1/30 Carrie Underwood - Jacksonville Veterans Memorial
		Arena - Jaksonville
1/30 Papadosio, The Mantras - Mavericks At The Landing
- Jacksonville
2/9 - 2/10 Widespread Panic -Classic Center - Athens
2/10 Yonder Mountain String Band - The Music Farm Charleston
2/17 Dark Star Orchestra - Charleston Music Hall - 		
Charleston
2/18 Umphrey’s McGee - The Music Farm - Columbia
2/26 Widespread Panic - Savannah Civic Center - Savannah
12/6
12/8
12/13
12/17

Patients Are Our

Top Priority!
At Tybee Teeth, we treat every patient who comes in our door
as family and a friend. We want everyone to have the best
experience with the most ideal dental care possible. We would
love to take care of all your dental needs. Feel free to call and ask
questions or stop by to meet us. TybeeTeeth.com

1018 US Hwy 80 • Tybee Island • 912-786-9433
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Life’s a Beach Events
What’s happening in December

12-1 Tybee Lite Shrine Club Dinner 7-8pm every Tuesday
at 35 Meddin Dr. Fundraiser dinners are open to the public. The
funds will benefit the Shrine Children’s Hospitals.
12-1 thru 12-31 Community of Caring Tybee Island’s
caring is well known. With the season of giving, please
consider donations to Rising Tyde Community Food Pantry,
Next Generation (MUMC- Children’s Hospital), and Tybee’s
Animal Shelter. For more info as to drop off locations and
more, go to www.tybeefortheholidays.com .
12-1 thru 12-4 Best Decorated Businesses This event
actually started on 11-27. Businesses on Tybee will decorate
their storefronts. During the Lights on for Tybee celebration,
awards will be presented by Tybee Beautification Association
to the Best Decorated Businesses. The public is encouraged to
participate by submitting nominations for your favorites! Email
your choice to tybeebeautification@yahoo.com. Voting will take
place between Thanksgiving Day and December 4.
12-4 Lights on for Tybee Celebration 6:30pm on Tybrisa
and Strand for the annual lighting of Tybee’s Christmas Tree.
Choirs and Dance students will be performing.
12-5 4th Annual Jane Coslick Holiday Cottage Tour
10am-1pm. Tour classic cottages restored by interior designer
Jane Coslick. Proceeds benefit the Low Cost Spay/Neuter
Clinic and Humane Society. Post Theater will be a part of the
tour.
12-5 Tybee Island Christmas Parade 1-3:30pm down
Butler Ave. Christmas parade featuring Mr. and Mrs. Santa
Claus. After the parade, join in for fun and a special surprise by
the YMCA.

Lazaretto Creek Marina Presents

Historic Adventure Tours
December thru February

Adults: $15 plus tax Children: 3-12 $8 plus tax
*Babies: 0 -2 Free
Book Online at: TybeeDolphins.com or 912-786-5848

12-5 Girls’ Night Inn 5pm at 1707 Butler Ave. A night of
music, food, fun, raffles, and silent auction. This event will benefit
the Rising Tyde Community Food Pantry. Call 912-786-5500 for
more info.
12-6 Market at the Lighthouse 10am-4pm at the Tybee
Lighthouse Grounds, 30 Meddin Dr. Vendors will be selling their
wares from art work, pottery, jewelry, crafts and more. Live music.
Support our local vendors!
12-6 Crab Shack’s 7th Annual Lighted Boat Parade 5:30pm
at Estill Hammock Rd. Festive holiday lights bedeck the boats as
they cruise by after taking off from the Crab Shack. Donations
requested for Second Harvest from participants floating and on
shore.
12-7 Tybee Farmers Market 10am at 10 Veterans Dr. Every
Monday in the month of November, seasonal local fruits and
vegetables will be available for purchase.
12-12 thru 12-13 Last Minute Christmas Art Show 11am6pm on the 12th and 11am-5pm on the 13th at 7 Cedarwood Ave.
Browse through the offerings of our local artists. You may find that
special gift for someone.
12-17 Red Cross Community Blood Drive 2-7pm at the Old
School Cafeteria by the YMCA. Visit www.redcrossblood.org for
more info or call 912-356-5707 or 912-234-5325. You will need
to schedule appointment.
12-18 thru 12-19 Fort Pulaski Candle Lantern Tour
5-9:30pm. Fort Pulaski National Monument will commemorate the
154th anniversary of the Confederate Nog Party of 1861. There
will be night-time tours of the historic fort by candlelight and oil
lamps, to include hot cider, cookies, music, caroling, and historic
weapons firings. Don’t miss this historic way to celebrate the
holidays!

Tybee Insurance Agency Inc.
Serving Tybee Island since 1987

• Homeowner’s Insurance
• Flood Insurance
• Renter’s Insurance
• Condo Owner’s Insurance
• All Commercial Insurance

Call Carrie Traeger
*Free but must be included in reservation for the Coast Guard head count*
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By Mom

“Mrs. Jiggs”

204 First Street

912-786-5541

By Elizabeth Jones
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It’s the most wonderful time of the year! There’s so much to
do in between shopping, baking, and decorating. Make sure
you head to Tybee to actually enjoy the holiday season!
FEATURED ACTIVITY FOR DECEMBER:
Tybee Island Christmas Parade
December 5th at 1pm
Santa’s own parade will feature festive holiday floats that
will lead Santa and Mrs. Clause from the 14th Street parking
lot to the Tybee YMCA. Kids will have a chance to meet up with
Santa in the gym for pictures until 3pm.

A message from the Tybee Island Marine Science Center:
The science center still hosts Walks, Talks, and Treks for
visitors and residents through December: weekdays at 3:30
p.m., and weekends at 10:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. You can
check out the rotating schedule at TybeeMarineScience.org,
but call to confirm as weather and tides are always a factor. As
always, Coastal Georgia Gallery and Discovery Shop are open
to the public seven days a week, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Gallery admission is $4 per person, kids four and under are
free; members are always free!

WINTER Events
THINGS TO DO IN DECEMBER!
Annual Christmas Tree Lighting
Friday, December 4th at 6:30pm
Come down to 16th Street to see Tybee’s Christmas tree lit for the
first time this season. You can also enjoy refreshments, live music,
and dancers.
Crab Shack’s 7th Annual Lighted Boat Parade
Sunday, December 6th at 5:30pm
Beautifully decorated boats depart from Crab Shack at 5:30pm.
Awards are given out when they return. A donation for the Second
Harvest Food Bank is requested from all participants.
New Year’s Eve Fireworks
Thursday, December 31st at 11:55pm
Start out the New Year enjoying fireworks on Tybee Island’s Pier.
The Wilmington Island Farmer’s Market
Every Saturday until December 19th
Islands Community Church (Wilmington Island)
111 Walthour Road
Healthy Kids Club: 9:15 - 9:45 a.m.
Story Time: 10 - 10:30 a.m.
Special Guest: 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Musical Guest 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Guest Chef: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. (1st and 3rd Saturday of each month)
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Cross Word

ACROSS
2 Bait for Black Sea Bass

1

5 New Year's Eve on the pier

2

3

7 Patrick's most magical time of the year (2

4

wds.)

5

6

9 Someone plants this on the beach at
Christmas (2 wds.)

7

10

Candle Lantern Tour locale (2 wds.)

14

12th month

16

Christmas songs

17

Tybee For The ________

20

You will see him in the parade (2 wds.)

21

Nickname for Dutch Surfer

22

Monthly Rant subject

23

Lights on For _____

9

8

10

11
12

13

14

15

16
17
18

19

20

DOWN

21

1 Tybee's sister city
2 _______ in Winter

22

23

3 Paul Swift was affectionately called this
4 Bizz Buzz feature (3 wds.)
Created by Margie McLellan

5 Taxi Tales loves these babies

Word Search

6 Food Spy Locale
8 Festival spotlight
11

Happy ___ ____ (2 wds.)
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Train that carried Tybee children to school
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Crab Shack will host this parade
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Holiday
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Cookies in Foodie Finds
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Bartender of the Month
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BOAT

HANDICAPPED

RANGER

BOWL SEASON

HOLIDAYS

SANTA CLAUS

CAROLS

ICEMAN

SQUID

CHRISTMAS

IGA

SUNRISE
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Created by Margie McLellan

28

TYBEE BEACHCOMBER | DEC 2015

Join Us for the Best
Sunset on Tybee Island!

SERVING THE BEST BREAKFAST
ON THE BACK RIVER
Breakfast: Fri, Sat, Sun | 8am - 12pm
Lunch: 7 days a week | 11am - 5pm
Dinner: Mon - Thurs | 5 - 10pm & Fri - Sun | 5 - 11pm

Closed Dec 10th -13th. Will re-open Dec 14th @ 4pm for Dinner
Like Us on Facebook to see Daily Specials and our amazing Sunsets.
Please see Facebook for Winter Hours.
1315 Chatham Ave. | 912-786-9533 | See Menu at AJsDocksideTybee.com

